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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Suez Canal. 


Un continuation of Confidential Paper X 


No. 1. 


Bir J. Stokes to the Borl of Rosebery.—( Received Junvary 17.) 
Separate.) 
My Lard, London, January WS, 1894 

1 TOOK advantage of my visit to the Suez Canal last month to maken technica! 
inspection of it, and have the hononr to report upon it as follows, : 

‘Twenty years have passed since L first reported on the Canal for Her Majesty's 

, and seven years since my last personal inspoction. 
1¢ improvements in itx condition since January 1574 have been very notable, and 
since December 1866 the great works recommended by the International Technical 
Commission of 1883 have been commenced and carried forward, though not with the 
rapidity at that time proposed. 

In 1874 there were two norious defects to be dealt with :— 

(a.) The silting up of tho entrance to Port Suid from the sea. 

(b,) ‘The sbarpuos of several bends in the Canal, those at El Guisr and in Lake 
‘Timsah being the most difficult for ships to got through, 

Twas able to ropert in 1876 that the fit of these defects had been removed by a 
system of annual drodging in the eummer, and 1 am able to state now that the 
experience of the last twenty years showy that this is effectual for the purpose of keeping 
open the Port Said entrance, 

In 1880 1 was able to report, again from personal inspection, that the difficult hends 
at Hl Guisr and in Lake 'Timsah had been widened and straightenod. 

Since 1887, when I last made my personal report, a very considerable improvement 
of tho Canal has in every way been take by the expenditure of the Toan authorized by 
the shareholders in 1885. ‘The principal features of this improvemont are :-— 

1, The deepening of the Canal through its whole length by half-a-tneire, 

2, The widening of the bed of the channel by 16 metres as under 

Kloet: 

‘Tre rota ength ofthe Canal ing -- 160 Si 
Kilom, ma 
eduat for the Biter Lakes and th ib aa 
‘ted for parte widened before 1887 an 

So aa) on 


Weiwhewidened.. se a eee 


Of these, 66 kilom, 200 metros had been, and 27 kilom, 525 metres were 
Ddeing, widened as under, on Christmas Day 1893 > 
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5. The bends in the Canal nave been straightened and widened, as shown in the 
‘Table below — 


Toternal Radon ‘Width at Summit of Carve. 


Designation of Bends. 
Before After 
Improvement, | Tmprovement. 





Metres e 
2,100 


we 
1 106 





esgerser 
238 see 
sastsesr 


ro 
a 
6 
35 
rr 
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00 


4, ‘Tho revetment of the banks with stone for 46,842 metres om the African side, 
{565 metres on the Asiatic wide. 

‘. The creation of additional basins for the accommodation of sbipping at Port 
Satd, and of smaller basina at Suez for engineering plant, boats, Se, 

‘8. The placing of ndditional bollards for mooring: vessels along the whole length of 
‘the Canal banks, and of buoys marking the channel, 

7. "Phe placing of lightod buoys in the bends and of leading lights on the land to 
permit navigation by night with the electric light. 

'S, The erection of new workshops and storehouses at Port Said, where vomols and 
the Companys cw plant an gst repaired, 

1%, Pherereetion of now offices and dwellings for the employés of the Company at 
Port Raid! ani Sex in tion of the temporary buildings put up previous to the opening of 
the Canal in 1869, 

10. The removal of the unsightly huts and barracks whero the workmen were 
odgod during the cutting of the Canal, and tho erection of neat dwellings at all of the 
slg leg tb Canal hero the auporintendenta of the movements of the ships through 
the Canal are 

Ti, The construction of a Fresh-water Canal from Tamaltia to Port Said. Works 
for Sltcring the Nile water thus brought down, and distributing it by gravitation to 
very house in the town, aro now in eourve of erection, wud should be completed by the 
end of 1894. 

“12. The construction of « ateam-tramway from Ismailia to Port Said. "This wax 

sally intended only for the technical service of the Company, but it already promises 
to ‘an important commercial route, 

Under a Convention ‘with the Kgyptian Government mails and passengers are 
carriod upon it, and Port Said js thus brought into connection with the while of the 
railway syatem of Rgypt. ‘The inauguration of the line by His Highness the Khedive 
That month line given a certain delat to It, and alrendy, before T left Egypt, there was a 
considerable passenger trafic apon it, 

“There Is-one point in the development cf the Canal’s power to meet the require- 
rents of trade whe think it interestng to add, and that i, the increasing sas of the 
Yessels using it, "That inerease is of itself the motive for and justification of the large 
sums spont upon its improvement. 

“The numbers and tonnage of vessels at every fifth year since 1872 are as follows — 


wa 
1st 
ss 
ist 
1902 


‘Thus, Ube mean tonnage per ship tas grown fom 1,584 to 9,008, or 09 per cent 
is the legit vs viata Ue Canal ha ern from {00 Co 809 feu 
‘Vessels of this latter length could not have passed round the bends as they were twenty 
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‘years ago; and as vessels go on increasing in size the Canal Company will have to give this 
Zhannel the fall dimensions both of width and depth provided for in the second and third 
ses of the works recommended by the Tniernational Technical Commission of 1855. 
indeed, there aze comipercial men who already demand that the depth of the Canal 
should be another 2 metres beyond that proposed. a 
ave, Be 
(Signed) "J. STOKES 


British Suez Canol Divectors to the Earl of Roxebery.—(Received January 24.) 


(No.2. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, January 22, 1804. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of «letter we 
have addresed to the Secretary of the Admiralty with regard to a long-standing 
discussion between the Lords of the Admiralty and the Suex Canal Company: as to the 
Fight of mooring ships alongside the land owned by the Admiralty on the bank of the 
Canal at Port Said. 
‘We have, &e. 
(For the British’ Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN 1 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2, 


British Suez Canal Directors to Admiralty. 


Sir, Paris, Janwary 20, 1804. 

EN your letter of the 16th March, 189%, concerning the matter in dispute between 
the Adniiralty and the Sues Canal Company ax to the mooring of vessels off the 
‘Admiralty land at Port Said, you informed us that the whole ense had beon put before 
the Law Officers of the Crown, and that their opinion was adverse to the claim of the 
Company. This being so, you’ asked whether we consi further stops necewsary to 
satialy the Company ax to the rights claimed by the British Government, 

‘At the time of receiving this communication we did not think it opportune to take 
any further steps, as M. Charles de Leweps, who had hitherto discussed the subject with 
tis, was involved in the difleulties arising out of the Panam prosecutions, and no 
definitive arrangements had been made for the administration of tho Company's affairs. 

‘These arrangements were mado during the last autumn, and Sir John Stokes, during 
Dia visit Co Baypt last month, took advantage of his intercourse with Her Majesty's Agent 
‘and Constl-General, Lord Cromer, to cousalt him as to the probable issue of a law-snit 
Between Her Majesty's Government and the Canal Company 

Traed Gromer eapromed strong doubis aa to the posi of the caso being tried as 
proposed by their Lordships, but to make quite sure of the point, he addressed a letter, 
of which copy i ink Charles Cookson, Her Majesty's Consul at Mexandria, 

hering that gentleman's absence from Alexandria on leave, he deni 
Vice-Consul to refer his letter to Mr, Charles Royle, a leading barrister there, for his 
‘opinion on the legal point. 

T inclose herewith Mr. Royle's answer, and translation of a Judgment, which, you 
will observe, confirm Lord Cromer's impression, and suggests way by which a Judgment 
could be obiained., 

Lord Cromer handed these papers to Sir Jolin Stokes, with the recommendation 
that if their Lordships still desire to have the ease brought before the Courts they should 
send out all the papers, with the case subinitted to the Law Officers of the Crown, and 
their opinion upon if, in order that the further opinion of a competent barrister such ns 
Mr, Rosle, versed in the law in Ray, and knowing, the temper of the Mixed 
‘Tribunals, might be taken upon the ease their Lordships were finally committed 
to such ings 

‘As he was leaving Egypt, and subsequently to his above consultation with Ton. 

Sir John Stokes was formally requested by his colleagues on the Canal Council 
rot to have this question settled as promptly as possible, as the transit service 
twas seriously inconvenienced by the question remaining longer in suspense. 

The Provisional Arrangement agreed to. in 1801 excludes a portion of the Ismail 
Basin from their mooring ground, but it was only considered temporary, and the [?] desire 





4 


to hnve it settled. Woul thefr Lordships allow ws to make one more effort to arrange 
‘8 compromise, us sugested in our letter of the 20th October, 1892 7 
We are, &e. 
(Signed) 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 2. 


Lord Cromer to Sir ©. Cookson. 


‘My dear Cookson, Cairo, December 17, 1893. 
‘A DISPUTE has beon going on for some while between the Admiraliy and the 
Bux Canal Company as regards the right of the Company to moor vessels in the 
immediate proximity to certain lands at Port Seid which are the property of the 
‘Aduniralty. . 
‘The viow taken by the legal advisers of the Company is different to that of the 
English Law Ollicers, 
thas beon suguested that the matter might be brought before the Mixed Courts. 
‘The dornicile of the Company, as you aro without doubt aware, is in Bgypt. 
Stokes, who ix taying with me, has consulted me on the subject. 
\y fixed Courts have no jurisdiction in the matter, and 
that the English Government, represented by the Admiralty, cannot either sue or be 
thoy Courts, [should be glad if you would tell me whether you concur in this 


Plonse yond mo an carly answer, as Sir J. Stokes will probably be leaving for 
England at the ond of the week, 
Very, &e. 
(Signed) “" CROMER, 


Inclomure 3 in No. 2. 


Mr, Royle to Lord Cromer, 


Dear Lord Cromer, Alerandria, December 18, 1803. 

MR. ALBAN has asked me to write to you unotficially in reply to your letter to Sie 
Charles Cookson with reference to the jurisdiction of the Mixed Tribunals in the event 
cof an action being brought by the Admiralty azainst the Suct Caual Company to decide 
he right of the foriner fo moor vessels immediate proximity to the Admiralty land at 

rort Said. 

Tam sending you by book-post « translation of n Judgment which I obtained fn the 
Court of Appeal in 1888, in an nction brought in the name of the Chief of the Commie. 
saint of tho British army against a native Pasha on a sale of camels, You will ploase 
note the grounds of the decision, viz, that it was a question of w private character, 

1 consider that, according to this Judgment, the Mixed ‘Tribunals would be competent 
to try the progond aaton, which T'would suggest abould be brought (Wf at all) In the 
name of the Senior Naval Officer for the time being at Port Said, ant basod upon the 
contract of sale aud the rights thereliy nequired by the Admiralty. 

T do not consider myself, nt this stage, called upon to express any opinion on the 
merits of the cise. oF to point out the steps to be taken Lo prove the infringement of the 
rights of the Admiralty. 


Lam, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES ROYLE. 


No.3. 


Foreign Office to Sir J. Stokes. 
(Separate, Commercial.) 
Bir, Por » January 25, 1804. 


3 reign 
1 AM direeted by the Earl of Re to convey to ip’s thanks for 
the interesting. Report: on the spot tion of the. Boss onal wine formed the 
subject of your despatch, marked Separate, of the ‘Lith nen a 
(Sigued) EDWARD GREY, 


5 
No.4. 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Rosebery.*—(Reccived February 6.) 


(No. 4. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Paris, February 8, 1894. 

ALTHOUGH the accounts for 1893 have not yet been finally alopted, we are 
able to mport with tolerable accuracy the amount which will be available for distri- 
bution among the shareholders of the Suez Canal Company in the current year. 

It is estimated that the total receipts from the Suez Canal traffic in the year 1808 
will amount to 73,272,000 fr.. and the total expenses, including loan charges, to 
85,586,005 fr. 04 c., leaving a net profit of 37,085,004 fr. 6c. 

With the interest of 25 fr. this will give a gross dividend of 91-802 fr., and with 
the Government taxes deducted, a net revenue of 85°315 fr. per share. 

In view, however, of the Delegations terminating this year it is proposed, as 
reported to your Lanlship in our despatch No. 7 of the 20th May, 1602, to divide the 
sum of 1,500,000 fr., which was laid aside as a special reserve out of the receipts of 
1891, and also the sum of 1,235,083 fr. 49 ¢, hy which the statutory reserve of 
5,000,000 fr. is at present execeded, and which, according to the Resolution of the 
shareholders of the 20th May, 1884, the Council’ are authorized to add to the dividend 
in any year. 

Adding these two reserve funds to the net profits will make a total of 
40,421,927 fr. 55 c4 giving, with interest, a gross revenue of 96°745 fr. per sharo, oF 
with the Government taxes deducted, 90 fr. 35 0. 

Of this amount there has already been distributed to the shareholders on account 
at Ist January, 36°75 fr. per share, 

We beg to inclose a copy of a tabular Statement which we have received from 
the Company confirmatory of the above figures, 

Wo have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
©, RIVERS WILSON. 
IL AUSTIN LE} 


Inclosure in No. 4, 


Esrare of probable Dividend for the year 1893. 


Recsttos de PBxercice 1893 
Depronen de toute nature 
Change Cewprant 

Bioksce vet 


Deano um dividende rut deo 
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Bet 
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Dounant wn divideode | at de C 71748 00 
bite 28,000 00 


evens tal brat ‘26,748 00 
> met 90035 00 





* Copy sent to Treasury, Febroaty 10, 1898, 
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No.5. 
Sir J. Stokes to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received February 7.) 


(Separate. Commercial.) 
My Lord, London, February 6, 1804. 

TLEARN that Messrs Charles and Victor de Lesseps have resigned their member- 
ship of the Managing Committee of the Suez Canal Compeny. As your Lordship is 
ava, thir Commitien consists of four members who are inirasted by the Statntos 
with the practical management of the entire affairs of the Company, without the 
necessity in all cases of their action being approved by the Council of Administration, 
the Committee meeting frequently, whilst the Council are assembled only ones 
aemonth. 

Xn 1876 M. Ferdinand de Leseps in the name of the Suez Canal Company, and 
myself, acting under the authority of Her Majesty's Government, signed a Convention 
by which all difficulties until then existing between the Maritime Powers and the 
‘Sex Canal Company were removed, and a more favourable position for that Company 
‘ws rogards dues was established. 

inl. instructi jjesty's Government, I obtained an 
agreement which wax embodied in the Protocols also signed by’ the Contracting 
Parties, thot threo English Directors should be placed on the Couneil of the Company, 
ono of whom would revide in Paris and be a member of the Managing Committee, 
M, do Loweps undertaking to make him an honorary member of the Committee until 
® regular yacaney should occur, it being the eustom to name three or four Directors 
an honorary members in order to insure a quaram. 

Mr. Standen was accordingly named an honorary member of the Committee in 
1876, nnd in 1887 M. de Lesseps expressed a desire to nominate him a statutory 
mombor of the Committee, but made it » condition that he should receive the fees 
Attached to tho afflor, It is necessary here to explain that on the original appoint 
ment of tho ofliciat Directors an” arrangement was made by which an annual 
Axed salary wax svaigned by Her Majesty’s Government to cach of tho ofciat 
Directors, whilst the foer they received from the Company for their services as 
Directors wore handel by them into the . 

A corresponidence with regard to M. de Lesseps’ proposal ensued between the 
British Dircotors and the Foreign Office, and the ‘Treasury agreed in their letter of the 
4th January, 1888, to necede to it, on condition of Mr. Standen resigning his official 
salary of 1,000/. n-yoar ond all claim. to pension. 

Mr, Standen nevepted these terms, and was appointed statutory member of the 
Committee by the Couneil in January 1888, 

On Mr, Standen’s resignation in 1891, Mr. Austin Loo was appointed Resident 
Dirwotor at Paris at a. reduced of 500. a-year, and was at once made by the 
Council honorary member of the Managing Committee. He is now second in 
seniority of the honorary membors, whom it has hitherto been the custom to appoint 
in onler of seniority to Yacancies in that Committes. 

On learning from Mr. Austin Lee that Messrs. Charles and Vietor do Leseps 
hhnd resigned, and that thery was a considerable feeling among the Directors in favour 
of setting nxide the mode of filling vacancies hitherto adopted, and that therefore his 
appointment to the Committee was rendered doubtful, 1 wrote to the President a 
Lotter, of which I inclose 8 copy, reminding him of the agreement entered into bj 
Bo Leseps in 1870, and elniing for Me. Austin Lee ono of the vacances whi 

00 

T have received from M. Guichard, the Acting President, the inclosed letter, in 
which he states that it is the desiro of ‘the Council to appoint Mr, Austin Lee, and 
thus give satisfaction to the claim which I put forward for the fulfilment of the 
agreement of 1876. 

He lays down, however, the same condition as was made in Mr. Standen’s case, 
namely, that the feos attaching to the office for the special services rendered to the 
‘Company should be reeeived by the holder of it. 

think it right to state here, for your Loniship’s information, that there has 
from the beginning been a strong feeling on the part of our French colleagues against 
the feos earned by the English official Dimetors ax remuneration for services to the 
Company being received by Her Majesty's Goversment, and M. Guichard has stated 
that, were the shareholders gonerally aware of this fact, it would provoke an outburst 


% 


of fecling on their part which might imperil the re-clection of the sritish oficial 
Directors when their prsent period of sevice exp 

Thave the honour to submit to your Lordship that it is very important that the 
Resident Director in Paris should be a statutory member of the Managing 
‘Committee. ‘Theso statutory members alone have a vote on the matters dealt with by 
the Committee. 

‘The honorary members, when present, can urge their views, but have no voting 
power, and their appointment not being statutory, important decisions may be taken 
without reference to them. 

I may add that the duties of the Committee have become of much greater 
importance since the recent changes in the Company's administration. As long as 
‘M. Charles de Lesseps directed their affairs, it was his prictice to consult us before 
any important decision was taken; but now we lave no guarsntee that this will be 
done, and, in point of fact, somo of the Directors are known to be hostile to British 
interests and British influence in the Company's management. 

Tam strongly of opinion that if Her Majesty's Government decline the offer now 
made to them, and thus voluntarily abandon the concession for which, by their 
instructions, I fought in 1876, it will be Jooked upon by our French colleagues as. a 
surrender of their authority, and as tantamount to an intention to take a less 
prominent part in the Company's management. 

I need hardly point out the prejudicial effects of such an impression, and it is my 
duty to inform your Lordship that the British Commercial Directors aro strongly of 

nion that it is highly dosirable in their interests that one of the four statutory 
members of the Managing Committee should be our Resident Director in Paris, 

T have not hnd the advantage of consulting Sit Rivers Wilson, but I know that, 
as in Mr, Standen’s case, he gencrally shares the viows which T have expressed, 

Thave, &o. 
(Signet) ‘J. STOKES. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 6. 
Sir J, Stokes to the President of the Suez Canal Company. 


M. le Président, Londres, le 24 Janvier, 1594. 

AYAN'T 6ié informé par Mr. Austin Lee quo MM. Charles et Vietor de Lesseps 
80 sont décidés A donner Teurs demissions des fonctions do membres du Comité de 
Direetion, jo erois devoir vous rappeler les stipulations do l'accord suquel M. Ferdinand 
do Lessops de In purt de In Compagnie et le Soussigné de ln part du Gouvernement 
de Sa Majesté Britannique sont arrivés au mois de Févrior 1876. 

Les points principaux étaient: Sncorporés dans une Convention do quatro Articles, 
et les négociations étaient consiguées dans trois proce verbaux des 3, 21, ot 29 Févner 
rgulidrement signés en double original par les deux négociateuts, 

Ces procis-verbaux contenaiont des stipulations de part et d'autre qui liaiont 
Jes denx ‘parties ct qui ont 616 Sidalement obserrées. Dans. le. procbsvorbal du 
21 Février so trouve le passage suivant :— 

Le Colonel Stokes dit que le Gouversioment de Ia Reine vermit avec 
tion qu'un des trois Administratours Anglais soit. Gvontuellement éu au Comité dle 
Direction. M. de Lessops sengage A faire eo qui dépendra de Ini pour satisfaire A 
eo vou du Gouvernement Britannique, et quand méme il n'y aurit. pas liew de 
pourvoir i une Tacance dans Ie Comité, il sera tes houreux de s'éolairer par In 
collaboration d'un Administrateur Anglais qu'il appellerait comme membre adjoint du 
Comité de Direction." 

Ces documents doivent se trouver dans les archives do In Compagnic mais apria 
tant ayes ont 6té pout-étre pentus de vue. C'est pourquoi Jo me permets do 
‘vous les rappeler. 

Tis se trouvent aussi dans Jo recueil des documents présentés au Parliament sous 
lo titre “ Egypt No. 9 (1876),” qui doit aussi étre dans les archives, 

Je ne doute point, M. lo Prisident, que vous reconnaltrez ce titre de Mr. Anstin 
Lee A dtre dla au Comité en conformité avec les stipulations: pricises ci-dessus 
itées. 

‘Veuiller, &e. 
(Signs) J. STOKES. 
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Tnolosure 2 in No. 5. 
M. Guichard to Sir J. Stokes. 


M. le Viee-Président, Paris, le 30 Janvier, 1594, 
J'AT Vhonneur’ de yous accuser réception de votre lettre du 24 courant, par 
Inquelle yous voulez bien me rappeler les stipulations arrétés au mois de Février 
1876, entre le Colonel Stokes, représentant lo Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britan~ 
nique, et M. Ferdinand de Lesseps, représentant Ia Compagnie du Canal de Suez. 
tre colldgue, Mr. Austin’ Lee, avait déji appelé mon attention sur ces 
ions dés que’ Vintention de MAM. Charles et Victor de Lesseps de donner leur 
it portée 4 Is connaissance da 
Comité, dans sa séance du Jeudi, 18 courant 
‘Jo m'empresse de vous répondre, ainsi que je Tai fait & Mr. Austin Lee, qu’en 
tout tat de cause, le désir des membres nseil était de Te nommer titulaire du 
Comité i la premidee yacance qui so présenterait, 
Tes grands intérdts que possddent, dans la Compagnie de Suez, le Gouvernement 
ot le commerce Britanniques justifiont pleinement cotte mesure 
Tox documents présentés au Parlement Anglais sous lo titre “ Ezypt No. 9 
(18t6)" ae trouvent ans nos archives; f'al donne Yonite da les traduire adn quils 
preent iro mis von tos yeux du Conseil Ces documents sont de nature A motiver 
In dcision que vous réclainez, ot qui out éé adoptés quand méme ils n'eusscut point 


Nous sommes done parfaitement @'accord 
Permotter-mot d'ajouter qu'll serait nécessaire que Mr. Austin Lee, on tout autre 
istrateur Anglais entrant au Comité, y fit assimilé en tous points A sex trois 
tt par conséquent touchit les mémes allocations. Outre In considération du 
exceptionnel qui incombe au Comité, fl en est d'autres que je dois vous 
Une différonce de situation semblerait anormale entre des collsborateurs 
fAayant uno responsabilité commune; elle risquerait de nuine & Yautorité de celui qui en 
eat Vobjot. En cas de procis devant nos Tribunaux, il importe que personne ne puisse 
‘bjecter qu'un membro da Comité on fait partie bu titro de fonctionnaire Anglais. 
situation avait été précédemment régiée pour Mr. Standen: il y avait égalité do 
ont entre lui et scr autres colldgues du Comit 

une condition qu'il me paralt essentiel de maintenir, 

____ Si oem obscrvations vous paraissent justes, je Yous serais reconnaissant de vouloir 
bien les soumottre your-méme & qui de droit. 

Si vous crayes qu'il est préfirable que je m'ndresse dirvetoment au Gouverement 
de Sa Majesté au nom du Conseil d'Administration, je sais prit ile faire. Je yous 
pricrai alors de m'indiquor quelle est Ja vole qui doit dre suivie, 

Veuillex, &a, 
{Pour le Président), 
Gign) J. GUICHARD. 


No.6. 
Foreign Offce to Treasury. 


Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, February 8, 180, 

I AM directed by tho Harl of Rosobery to transmit to you a despatch from 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Stokes respecting the possible elcetion of Mr. Austin 
Lee to be a member of the Managing Committeo of the Suex Canal Company,* and 
calling attention to the necessity of coming to an arrangement in regard to the fees 
payable to Mfr. Austin Lee hy the Company. 

Tam to recommend to the eamnest consideration of the Loris of the Treasury the 
views sot out in this despatch, 

Lord Rosebery considers that, under the ciramstanees, some arrangement should 
‘be mado similar to that aged upon in the ease of Mr. Standen in January 1888, with 
such modifications as may be necessary in view of Mr. Leo's position as a Member of 
Her Majesty's Diplomatic Service. 

T am toadd that it is necessary that Sir John Stokes should be enabled to give 

Ne 
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an answer on the question of Mr. Austin Lee's appointment not later than Tuesday 
next. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "  H. PERCY ANDERSON. 


No. 7. 
Treasury to Foreign Offce.—(Received February 9.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, February 8, 1894. 
THE Lords Commissioners of Her Majosty’s ‘Creasury have had before them 
despatch No. 23, Commercial, of the British Suez Canal Dirvctors, dated the 22nd 
ber last, trausiaitted by you on the 12th ultimo, and Lau to request you to lay 
lowing remarks thereon before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

‘The estimate of ordinary expenditure for tho Canal is S04 at a figure 
which lies between the original and final estimates for 1893; but the ain 
includes about 200,000 fr. for the working expenses of the tramway bet\ve 
and Port Said. This tramway, however, may be expec i 
my Lords infor from Sir John Stokes’ Report of the 161 many 
at Teast fo, cover the working expenses, A. fair comparison, there 
two years, fniicates a small anticipated reduction of expenditure in the y 

This reduction is due to economies in salaries and administrative expenses, which 
my Lonls are glad to learn are mainly due to action takon at tho instance of the 
official Directors, 

On the other hand, there is an increase under “ Maintenance” of 109,000 fr, aver 
the final figures of 189%, of whieh 100,000 fr, is stated to be duo to oxtm dredging, 
‘am toask for further information as tothe cause of this increase, and in particular 
whether it is expected to be permanent. 

‘Turning to the estimate of  Extraontinary Works (mot out of borrowed rnoney), 
my Lords observe that out of tho total of 4,600,000 tr., it is proposed to spend 
8,010,000 fr, on. deepening and widening the Canal, in accordance with the * London 
programme.” Lam to ask how fur the expenditure of that sum will earry the works 
towards completion, and whethor it ix to ba expected that the * of thore 
works will bo finished in 1805, ax hitherto promised. In. this fon, my Land 
havo read with interest Sir John Stokes’ Report of the 16th ultimo, forwarded on the 
80th ultimo, upon the present condition of the Canal. 

As regunds the Capital Account, it would appear that only some 2,000,000 fr, 
remajued in hand at the end of 1693 out of the proceeds of the last issue of bonds. If 
nto, at Teast 2,000,000 fr. will havo to be borrowed in the course of 1504 to meet the 
balance of extmonlinary expenditure, as stated above; besides which, it may be 
necessary. in the event of continued had teafli, to. provide for the charge to capital of 
the 3,550,000 fr, for interest and sinking fund of the bonds already issued. 

T am accordingly to ask what are the intentions of the Company as regards 
borrowing in 1804. 

Lam, ko. 
(Signed) R. B, WELBY, 


No. 8. 
Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received February 12.) 


Sir. ‘Treasury Chambers, February 12, 1804, 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her iajety Treasury. £0. 
soqunint you, forthe information of the Secretary of State, that they have given their 
careful consideration to Sir Perey Anderson's letter of the 8th instant on the subject 
of the election of the Resident English Director of the Suex Canal Company to be a 
member of the Managing Committee of the Company. 

Tam to say that my Lords agree with the Scoretary of State in thinking it 
desirable that an arrangeinent should be made similar to that granted to Mr. Standen, 
the late Resident Director, and member of the Committee of ent. 

Mr. Austin Lee reesives at present 500/, s-year from the ‘Treasury Vote 
Director of the Suez Canal, and 500. a-year as a Secretary of Legation. 

762) D 
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‘My Lords understand that the fees which Mr. Lee will eam as Director and as 
member of the Committee of Management, should he be elected thereto, will probably 
exceed those earned by his predecessor, Mr. Standen. Moreover, Mr. Standen had no 
‘claim to pension. 

‘Lord Rosebery desires that the arrangement made with Mr. Standen may be 

ed for Mr, Austin Lee, with such modification as may be necessary, in view of 
is position ax a member of Her Majesty's Diplomatic Service. 

‘My Lords will therefore propose the following modified arrangement — 

1. ‘That Mr. Austin Lee shall receive the fees which he will earn as Director and 
member of the Committee of Management. 

2. That he shall pay out of them the clerical charges for which provision of 100/. 
per annum has of late been made in the Suez Canal Subbead of the Treasury Vote, and 
hat he salt alo pny out of them his own travelling expenses, 

3. That he, lke Ate. Standen, shall be guaranteed by the ‘Treasury a net receipt 
of 1,000! a-yoar. 

‘4. That We shall: raw no yay as a member of the Diplomatic Service while he 
continues to reesive the feos. 

5. ‘Tht so long as his remuneration is confined to the fees, he shall earn pension 
under the Givi} Serviee Superannuation Rules on 1,000). a-year, and that for that 
purpose he shall receive out of the Suex Canal Subliead of the Treasury Vote a salary 
of 1,001. a-year, against which he will pay to the Exchequer 1,000, out of the fees 
received by him, 

6. That he shall earn no Diplomatic pension during the time that this arrange- 
inves in free but that, should be at any time accept,» Diplomatic pest 
his emoluments as n Dirvctor of the Suez Canal, he sball reckon for 

Diplomatic pension the time during which the present arrangement is in force, 

7. That ifat any time it should he proposed to give him Diplomatic pay while 

ves emoluments sa Director of the Suez Canal, these arrangements shall be 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) R. B. WELBY. 


No. 9. 
\e Divitish Suex Conal Divectors ta the Bart of Rosebery.—(Receivedt February 14.) 


(No, 5. Commoretal.) 
My Lord, Poris, February 18, 1504. 

M. FERDINAND DE LESSEPS, the President Director of the Suez Canal 
Company, hax for some time past been incapable of attending to the affairs of the 
Company’ owing to old age and inflemity, and 3s now mentally ineapable of taking any 
decision with a view to his retirement, ” Negotiations have, in consequence, been going 
on with his family with this object in view. 

At the meoting toalay of the Council the inclosed Revolution, to which the assent 
of M. Fondinand do Lesseps’ family had been obtained, wos proposed and adopted 
‘unanimously. 

Thereupon, St. Guichanl, who, as your Lordship is aware, has for some time past 
been acting as President, was unanimously elected as President of the Company, and 
Prince dl’ Arenberg, one of the recently eléctell Directors, was chosen Vieo. President in 
M. Guichard’s place, 

A communication was made to the Council of the resignations of MM. Charles 
and Victor de Lesseps of their posts as members of the Managing Committee, and the 
names of Mr. Austin Lee and M, Patinot wore subzitted, and unanimously adopted, 
as their successors, 

a a have, &e. 
igned) J, STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 
HL, AUSTIN LEE. 


n 
Inclosure in No. 9, 


Resolution. 


idérant que l'état, de santé de M. Ferdinand de Lesseps le tient malhi 
ment Gloigné, depuis quelques années, des délibérations du Conseil ct des travanx du 
Comité 
rant qu'on ne peut conserver Pespoit de le voir reprendre ses fonctions; 
Youlant rendre homage au fondateur du Canal dont I'énergic, Ia persévGrance ot 
Je génie ont permis Vheareux achévement de Tauvre et assuré 1a prospérité de Ia 
Compagnie, 
Délibar 
M. Ferdinand do Tessps, fondatour du Canal de Suoz, est nommé Président 
Honoraire de la Compagnie. 


No. 10, 
Sir J. Stokes to the Earl of Rovebery.—(Received February 19.) 


(Separate. Commercial. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Paris, February 13, 1804. 

MR. AUSTIN LEB has communicated to me your Lonlship’s telegraphic 
despatch of the 12th instant, informing him that in the event of his election to be & 
ststutory member of the Managing Committee, tho Lords Commissioners of Her 
‘Majesty's Treasury have agreed. to his reeeiving the emoluments and fees assigned to 
the four Dimvetors of the Suex Canal Company who compose that Connmittec, 

T have informed M. Guichard of this decision, at which he expressed his 
satisfaction, and Mr. Austin Loo's name will bo accordingly submitted to the “ Conseil” 
at their meeting this afternoon for one of the posta rendered vacant by the resign 
of MM. Charles and Victor de Lesseps. 

Ihave the honour to add that I have been privately informed that at a meeting: 
of the French Dirvctors, held Int Sunday, the validity of the arrangement betwoen 
M. Ferdinand de Lowops and myself in 1876 was fully recognized, and Mr. Austin 
Lee's name was unanimonsly accepted aa a eandidate for tho first of the vacant posta, 

ubject to the condition to which the Lords of the Treasury have now agreed. For 
the other vacancy two candidates were put forwant, viz, M. Patinot, the well-known 
editor of the “Journal des Débats,” and M, Charles Roux, Deputy for Marseilles, and 
‘8 leading member of the Free Trade party in the Chamber uf Bepitios. 

On a division M. Patinot obtained the majority of yotos, aud his name will 
accordingly bo submitted to the “Conseil” in conjunction with that of Mr. Austin 
Lee. 

LT have, &e. 
jigned), J. STOKES. 


No. 11. 
Foreign Office to the British Suez Canal Directors. 


Sonleancertuapaee Fe 0, 1804. 
ntlemen, Foreign Office, February 19, V 
TAM directed hy the Earl of Rosobory to transmit to os ‘copy of a letter from 
the Treasury,* to which Department was referred. your despatch No. 28, Commercial, 
of the 28n1 December Inst, respecting the estimates of expenditure for the Suez Canal 
for the year 1594. 

Tam to request you to furnish Lon! Rossbery with a roport on the questions 
raised by the Treasury’in this letter, 


Tai, &0. 
(Signed) " EDWARD GREY, 
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No. 12. 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Rosebery —(Received February 21.) 


Fo, 9, , Commeroiah) 
ty Lord, 


_ Paris, Febroary 18, 1894, 
A CIVIL, process has been instituted by the tiguidatr of the Punainé Company 
against the MM. de Lesseps as Direotors of that Company, under which all their 
sources of income have been attached. 

Tu connection with the retirement of M. Ferdinand de Lesseps from the Presidency 
Of the Suez Canal Company, and the resignation of his two sons of their posts on the 
Managing Committee, which form the subject of our preceding despatoh of this day's 
date, we have the honour to report that the Council took into consideration the 
measures. which should be adopted for securing some suitable provision for. these 
gentlomen, in view of the long and important services they have rendered to the 
Company. 

Great dificulties wore experionced by the: Council in giving effet to their wishes 

this direction in consequence of this action of the liquidatcr of the Panamé Canal 
Company. 

The best legal authorities have therefore been consulted as to the form which any 
pension or allowances should assume, snd the result of this consultation has been the 
preparation of a carefully worded Resolution, which was submitted to tho Council 
to-day, and of which we have the honour to inclose a copy. 

ho object to he aecured was that tho allowances should be put beyond the reach 
of tho creditors, and the lawyers advised that this could not be done if the form of 
declaration recognized a debt or obligation for services rendered. 

Tt is further to bo observed that by Preach lay the coupons of Government funds 
(iu whieh the payments tothe recipients are to be made) are not attachable by 
ereilitors. 

‘This would not, however, be the caso if the payments wenw made direothy from the 
rovenue of the Company. 

‘Tho proposal was adopted by the Council, and, pending its formal approval by the 
shareholders at their next annual meoting, effect will he meanwhile given to it by 
advances ont of the funds appropriated for the remuneration of the Directors. 

Ry the rotiroment from the Managing Committes of MA. Charles and Victor de 
Lewops, and owing to the fuot that they are unable to draw their salaries as Directors 
in conmquence of tho proceedings connected with the winding-up of the Panama 
Canal Company, the Council felt it incumbent upon them to make some substantial 
provision for these geatlemen who had rondered such long and valuable services to 
tho Company, and the decision was taken to amign to them provisionally, and until a 
final settlement of thefr linbilities underthe Panamd liquidation, an annual sum of 
10,000 fry 188,000 fr. ns an allowance to MC. Charlen de Lassops and 13,000 fe, to his 
brothor, M. Victor de Lassops. 

‘Theso allowances will be made out of the sums which are appropriated to the 
remuneration of the Directors generally, and inasmuch as they will be in the shape 
of personal and voluntary contributions from the Directors, out of their own salaries, 
they will be free ftom any danger of attachment by the ereditors. 

Fo have, de. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
: RIVERS WLLSO. 
. AUSTIN LEE. 


Tnelosura in No. 32, 


Resolution. 

LB Conseil, 

Consiiérant que Ia, Compagnie Universello du Canal Maritime de Suer, sans ttre 
tenue, en. droit, @aueane obligation envers la famille de son fondateur, a le devoir 
moral de tie pas In Inisser exposée & des revers de fortune ; 

idérant. quo lige. et-les- conditions. de santé de M. Ferdinand de Lesseps ne 
permettent pas de différer les mesures nécessaires ; 


as 


Considérant que les libéralités & faire A la famille de Lesseps ayant. pour cause 
impulsive et déterminante la nécessité d’assurer son avenir, des précautions doivent 
tre prises, pour que les sommes données ne soient pas détournées de leur but, 


Décide: 


Article 1". La Compagnie Universelle du Cansl Maritime de Suez constitue, & 
partir du 1° juillet, 1894, 4 In famille de Lesseps, & titre de donations, sous la 
condition, substantielle et’ sine qud non, que ces donations seromt incessibles et 
insaisissables, les pensions annuelles ot viagtres ei-apris — 

I. Aux trvize enfants de Mf. Ferdinand de Lessops 00,000 fr. A répartir entre eux 
par treizitme, sans aceroissement ; 

‘A Mme. Ferdinand de Lessops 60,000 fr. jusqu’au déeds do son mari ot 
40,000 fr. seulement spris son déevs, tant qu’elle restora veuve non remariée, aveo 
réversibilité des dites rentes de 60,000 fr. ou de 40,000 fr. sur la téte dos troize enfants 
de M. de Lesseps, concurrence d'un treiridme pour chacun sans accroissement ; 
les 20,000 fr. de différence entre les 60,000 fr. et les 40,000 fr, de la pension de 
Mie. F. de Lesseps, mariée ou veuve, devant leur revenir direetement A la mort de 
lear pir dans ta mtme proportion. 

ite rente nttribmée aux fils de M. F. de Lessups, actuellement mnrits, sora 
riversible sur la t8te de lenrs femmes. 

Art. 2. Des inseriptions de rentes Frangaises 3 pour cont soront immatrioulées 
au nom de Ia Compagnie de Suez pour la nue propriété et des membres de In famille 
de Lesseps pour Vusufrait, dans fes termes cilessus, usufrait dovant, dans tous les 
eas, prendre fin A Yexpiration de la durée aetuelle do ln Compagnie, 

‘Art . Tous les frais auxquels pourronit donner Liew los présentes, seront A In 
charge de la Compagnie. : 

‘Art. 4, La constitution des pensions susénonodes sora soumise mu vote de ta 
prochaine assomblée générale des actionnaires, 


No. 18. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Austin Lee. 
(Separate. Commercial.) 
i Foreign Office, February 25, 1804. 


Sir, 

T AM dimeted by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit herewith, for your informa 
tion, copios of correspondence, me i respecting your position as a 
British Dirvetor of the Suet Canal Company and in the Diplomatio Servien. 

‘The Lanis of the Treasury have been informed that his Loniship assents to the 
proposal contained in their letter of the 12th instant, 


Lam, &o. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


No. Li. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Office, February 
LAM directed by the Barl of Rosebery to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant, and Tam to acquaint you, in reply, for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that his Lordship assents to the 
proposed therein with ragard Uo Mfr. Austin Lee's poston as a. Dritish 

io Suez Canal Company and asa momber of Hor Majesty's Diplomatic 


Iam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
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No, 15. 


Foreign Office to Sir J. Stokes. 
(Separate. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 27, 1804. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit herewith a copy of a letter 
from the Treasury, to which Department his Lordship caused your letter of the 6th 
instant respecting Mr. Austin Lee's position to be referred. 

The Lords of the Treasury have been informed, in reply, that Lord Rosebery 
assents to the arrangement proposed in their letter, and Mr, Lee has also been 
informed to that effect, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
a ae Se es ee 
No. 16. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Rosebery:—(Received Merch 7.) 


(No. 7. Commercial.) 
y Lond, Paris, March ( 1804. 
WE have the honour to report as follows on the questions raised in the Treasury 
Jettor of the Sth ultimo, a copy of which was forwarded to us for that purpose in 
Bir B. Grey's dospatch No. 8, Commercial, of the 19th ultimo — 
. As to * Maintenance. 
Aotails of the expenditure contemplated under this head aro given in the 
rarative Statement. It would bo difficalt to say whether the increase 
Honing italen be persanent or nots acsing that tho expentitar ia any partioular 
Berio. dep pon the actual condition of the Canal at the time. ‘The amount of 
eliging, for instance, which will be necomary next year, cannot be forvcast with 
‘nufficient aecumey at present to enable an opinion to be formed as to whether the 
expenditure on that item will be moro or less than én 180. 
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2. As to the progress of the new works: 

‘Taking the estimate of expenditure on new works in 1804 as a measure of 
the expenditure in future years, the ‘first phase” will be finished in 1809. With 

rd to the date of completing the “first phase,” we beg to refer to our despatch 
Fer Confidential of the Ast January, 1503, where we stated. that the Council of 
‘Administration held the view that, as the time of transit through the Canal liad been 
reduced below that contemplated by the International Technical Commission of 1884, 


# X05. 
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in consequence of the introduction of the system of night transit by means of the 
clectrie light, there was not the sime urgency for completing the “ first phase" of th® 
new work as at the date of the recommendations of the Commission, and that future 
expenditure on new works should bear some relation to the probable revenue of each 

irrespective of those recommendations. The Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury concurred in this view so far as regarded the expital expenditure 
for 1593. 

3. As to the intentions of the Company with regard to borrowing in 1804: 

‘The actual expenditure on new works during 1892 was about 11,000,000 fr., and 
the talance remaining in hand on the Capital Account at the end of 189 may be taken 
‘at about 8,000,000 fr. ‘The Company intend to raiso a farther sum of 12,000,000 fr. 
by the issue of 3 per Cent. bonds this month. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
, RIVERS WILSON. 
Ti, AUSTIN LEB. 


ee 
No.1. 


British Suez Cenal Directors to the Earl of Rosebery—(Received March 1S.) 


(No. 8. Commercial.) 
‘My Loni, Paris, March 6, 1894. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that at the monthly meeting of the 
Directors of the Snex Canal Company this day the two vacancies on the Bonrd, caused 
by the retirement of Tard Brusey and the death of M. Waddington, were filled up 
By the election of Sir Henry Caleratt, K.C.B,, and M. Vergé. 

ME. Vengé is a large sharcholder in the Suez Canal Company, ani posscsson 
runlifications and noquirements which will, no doubt, render hix scrvices valuable to 

‘Company. 

Tein unnecessary for us to make any observations upon tho fitness of Sir Honry 
Caleraft for the place upon the Board to which he has been elected at the recommenda- 
tion of the British Commercial Directors. 

Bir Henry Caloraft’s nnd M, Vengé’s appointments will require the sanction of the 
shareholders at their next general mocting, in conformity with the Statutes of the 
Company. 

In ronacquence of the resignation by M. Fordinand de Lessopx of his post. ne 
President Dircolor of the Company, and ML Guichand, his successor, taking only the 
title of President, it was agreed at the same meating of the Board that M. de Rouville, 
Whore appointment as Sous-Dirvetour” was notified in our despatch No, 19, 
Commercial, of the Sth September Inst, should be styled in future" Directeur.” | Tt 

i 1 in reference to observations mado by us that this 
Change will give him no additional power and imply no modification of his position 
as previously defined by the Board. 
We have, &e. 


(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
©, RIVERS WILSON. 
H, AUSTIN LEE. 


ee 
No, 18. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley—(Received March 15.) 


(No. 9. Commercial.) 

Lond, Paris, March 12, 1804, 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 12 of the 15th August, 1803, to the 
Marquis of Salisbury, regarding the cirewlation, &c., of the sorvice boats of the Bgsptian 
Government in the Suez Canal, we have the houour to inform your Lordship that, 
after prolonged negotiations between the Egyptian Government and the Suez Canal 
Company's agents in. Bayt, the former have submitted the draft of the lotter, of 
which a copy is inclosed, with a viow to a final settlement of this long outstanding 
question. 





16 


‘The point at issue has hitherto been whether the Company should allow exemption 
from tolls and gratuitous berthing to Bg vesels of war, apart from those 
Government vessels engaged in police and coast-guanl services, involving x wide 
departure from the terms of the original Agreement, which confined the privilege toa 
single vessel. 

Notwithstandi ptian Government now possess no vessels of war, as 
a matter of principle they have maintained their claim, but in the draft letter now 
‘under consideration the difficulty has been met by no express reference being made to 
the point; it being only stated that the interpretation to be given to Article IX of the 
Convention of the 2nd February, 1886, applies to the ships and boats of the Beyptian 
Goyerument, “autres que ses bitiments de guerre." The question, therefore, as to 
the privileges, if any, to be granted to war vessels remains in abeyance. 

At the meeting of the Boord of Directors on the 6th instant the matter eame up 
for consideration, and, after some discussion, it was agreed to accept the proposal of 
the Egyptian Government in the terms of the letter to the Chief Agent of the 

ny in Cairo, of which we have the honour to inclose a eopy. 
‘e have, ke, 
(Signed) "J, STOKES. 
©, RIVERS WILSC 
H, AUSTIN LE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 


Draft of Letter to Agent-Genrral at Cairo, 


‘M. V'Agent Supérieur, 
LH Gouvernement Rgyption ot la Compagnio du Canal Maritime de 
tombés daceord pour donner A I'Articlo TX do lx Convention dv 
a délinitive ci-aprés pour tout ev qui conceme In cireslation, le transit, 
went dans le Canal do Sues, des navires ot embaroations du Gouverne- 
ment Egyptien, autres que sow bitin guerre. 
‘Len bateawx i vapaut, A voller, ow a ramos employ% X aeurer Io tong du Canal 
o Je tonnage brut de chacun deux ne 
our A 100 tonnes, pour 
pal, sann étre axtroints au paiement d'un d 
ovr délivrer doa permis de circulation A In réquisition de l"Ada 
tention intérossée, 

Tl demoure ontonda que Vensemble dit tonnage not total des bateaux auxquels 
cetto exomption ext reconnitie ne pourra dépasser, un momont queleonque, le ebiffre 
de 1,500, 

‘Quant aux croisours ganlé-cbtes ow autres navires des services da Gouvernement 

leyption jaugeaat plus de 100 tonneaux bruts, ile sont exempts de tous droits de 
transit entre Port-Baid ct Suex jnsqu’s concurrence de 2,000 tonnes par an; mais ils 
devrout se cunformwe it Vobligation de prendre A lour bonl un pilote de la Compagnie 
¢t ne pourront changer de direction qu’, Ismailia ot dans les Lace Asner. 

Tl eat entonda que chscun de ces batenux, #l transite plusicurs fois dans la méme 
année, imo nombre de fois dans e» total pour son tonnage net, quel que 
‘soit Ie sens du transit effectud 

‘Lialler d'un port d’entrée dit Canal A Ismailia, et vice versa, comptera comme un 
transit complet, ainsi que V'aller de Port Thowilk sux Tacs Amers ot vice versa, tandis 
que Taller de. Porl-Said aux Lacs Amers et le retour A Port-Sald compteront comme 
un double transit. 

‘Ces mémes navires sont exemptés du paiement des droits de stationnement dans 
les ports dépendant du Canal jasqu’h concurrence de 500 jours de stationnement 
gratuit par an, indépendamment de la, gratuité du stationnoment pour une durée de 
Fingt.quatre houres reconnue 4 tous les navires. Ces 500 jours de stationnement 

rappliquent A T'ensemble de ces navires, Gtant entoadu que chacan de ces navires 
aur droit, en outre, comme il vient d’étre dit, & la gratuité de stationnement pour 
tune durée de vingt-quatre heures, 

‘Enfin, fla été entenda que les crofseurs, navires, ou canots dont i vient d'étre 
question, ne transporterout en aucun cas, ni passagers ni marchandises et demeureront 


uw 


soumis & toutes les prescriptions du riglement de navigation auxquelles il_n'est, pas 
Gérogé par Je présmnt. Vous roconnaltrer, je suis persuadé, M. l'Agent Supérieur, 
{que ce sont bien 1A les termes de l'xceord interven, 

Veuilles, &o, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 
Draft of Letter to Agent-General at Cairo. 


‘M.W'Agent Supérieur, 

EN réponse & votre lettre du 5 Févricr dernier, jo m'empresse do vous informer 

que dans sa séance du 6 courant, le Conseil d’Administration a pris connaissance duu 

rojet de la lettre qui vous serait adresée par le Gouvernement Rxyption pour fixar 
pe derives de Pacou sur le transit, la cireultion, ot le stationnoment do btiments dos 
services publies du Gouvernement en interprétation de I'Article IX de la Convention duu 
22 Févrice, 1866. 

Le Conseil d’Administration vous autorise, Ala nécoption do la lettre du Gouverne- 
ment, 3 lui faire connaltre Vacceptation do In'Compagnie, en ajoutant qu'il est bien 
entendu que exception qui est apportée aux droits qu'a Is Compagnie d'exiger le 

ge de tout navire transiteur est strictement limitéo aux termes do cot accord. 

‘Votre lettre devra indiquer (galement la date de la miso on vigueur do I'acvond, 
date qui sora elle de la lottre du Gouvernement en définissant les termes, 

Veuillez, &. 
In Président, 


No. 19. 


‘The British Sues Canal Directors to the Barl of Kimberley—(Received April 5.) 


gest Commercial.) 
Loni, Paris, April 8, 1804. 


WITH reference to our despatch No, 2 of the 22nd January last, we have tho 
honour to tranamit a copy of the reply wo have recived from the Lords of the 
‘Admiralty with regard to the quostion in dispute botween their Lordships and tho 
Sucz Canal Company as to the right of mooring ships alongside land belonging to the 
Admiralty at Port Said. 

‘We inclow also a copy of a letter wo have addressed this dy to their 
Lordships 


We have, &. 
(Por the British’ Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 29. 
Admiralty to Sir J. Stokes. 


Bir, Admiralty, March 27, 1894. 

WITH reference to the letter from the British Dirvotors of the Suez Canal 
Company dated the 20th January last, T am commanded by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to acquaint you that it hae been decided, with the concurrence of the 
Secretary of State for India, that the question in dispute with tho Canal Company 
Acting the land Belonging to the Beith Government at Port Seld shall be settled 
by a conference to be Paris, 

‘A further communication will shortly be addressed to you on the subject. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 19. 
‘The British Suez Canal Dieeetors to Admiralty. 


Sir, Paris, April 8, 1894, 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tlhe 27th ultimo, 
and fo state that we have expressed to the Prosident of the Suez Canal Company th 
readiness of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in concurrence with the 
Sceretary of State for India, to settle the matter in dispute with the Company by a 
conference, to be held in Paris. The President is willing that the Company should 
take part in such Conference, and will bo propared to disouss tho matter with. s 
eran as thelr Lonahipe may delegato forthe purpose, We shall hold ourselves in 
readiness to assist him to the best of our influence and abit. 

‘We await the further communication promised in your letter, and have, &o. 

(Bor the British Directors) 
(Signed) HH. AUSTIN LEE. 


No, 20, 
‘Treasury to Foreign Offce—(Received Aprit 7.) 


Sir, Trearury Chambers, April 6, 1894, 

REFERRING to your letter of the 27th February and previous correspondence, 
1 am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to request you 
to inform the Seoretary of State that they have had under consideration the question 
of tho date from which the new arrangements for the remuneration of Mr, Austin Leo 
should take elfeet, 

Tho natural date for thin purpoee would bo that on which Mr. Austin Lco wae 
appointed an ordinary member of the Managing Committee, viz., 13th February. But 

6 facal yenr of the Suez Company begins on the Ist January, and Mr, Avstin Lae 
Jinx been paid his double salary from the Forvign Office and this Board under the old 
arrangement up to the 81st December Inst inclusive. My Lords, morcover, are given 
to understand that the fees earned by Mr. Lee between the Ist January and the 
th Rebruary do not materially differ in amount from the proportion of his former 
double salary ‘for the two periods. 

In view of all these considerations my Lords think that the most convenient 
course would be that the new arrangements should take effect from the Ist January 
Inst inclusive, 

As to the dates and method of payment, on the ono hand of his salary of 1,002. 
per annum from public funds, and on the other of his contribution of 1,000. 
annum from fees, my Lonls observe that only part of the distribution to be made in 
Tuly next in respect of fees will go to Mr. Leo under the new arrangement, the 
balance being paynble to the Exchoquer under the former arrangement, in respect of 
meetings in 1803. After July thero will be no distribution wntil January next, 
‘These faots, in their Lordships’ opinion, justify them in mecting Mr. Lee's wishes 
by advancing to him 2601, a quarter (less ineome tax) from public funds in tho same 
manner and on the samo conditions as his former salary, provided that he repays the 
amount so advanced out of the fees received by him from the Suex Company at the 
rst opportunity. Tn the current year my Lords belive that the fees receivable by 
him in July will not suffice to cover the two advances of 2501. which will hare. boon. 
mado by that date, and the balance will fall to be made good out of the Jantiary 
distribution, but this difficulty will not arise in subsequent 

If the Secretary of State concurs in these arrangements, he will perhaps be ood 
‘enough to make the necessary communication to Mr. Austin Lee. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "RE. WELBY. 
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No, 21. 


Foreign Offce to Treasury. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1894. 

I AM directed by the Barl of Kimberley to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 6th instant respecting the date from which the new arrangements for 
Mr. Austin Lee's remuneration shall take effect, and I am to request that you will 
inform the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury in reply, that his Lordship coucura in 
‘the arrangement indicated in your letter. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) " E, GREY, 


No, 22. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Austin Lee. 


Sir, Poreign Office, April 18, 1804. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 27th Fobrunry last respocting your position 
as. British Director of the Suox Canal Company, Tam directed by’ the Earl of 
Kimberley to transmit herowith a copy of a further letter from the Treasury respecting 
the date from which the new arrangements for your remuneration shall tako effeot.* 
wetted"! Kimberley has signified his assent to the communication indicated in this 
letter. 

&o, 


#, GREY. 


No. 93. 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Karl of Kiuberley-—(Received May th.) 


Gio. 12. Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Pari, Mey 1, 1804. 
WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship the Returns of the navigation 
through the Sucz Canal for the year 189%, ax compared with that of the two previous 
years 1891 and 1802, 
The Returns ary, ax previously, comprised in nino Tubles, and are in continune 
tion of those inclowed in our despatch of the 18th April, 1608. ‘The following is a 
brief summary of their contents :— 


Table No. 1—4 Monthly Return of the Shipping, Tonnage, and Transit Receipts for the 
years 1891, 1892, and 1898, 


‘The net tonnage for the past year shows a decrease of 52,900 tons ns compared 
with that of 1802, and of 1,030,709 tons as compared with that of 1801. 

The amount of dues has declined from $9,422,101 fr. in 1802, and 74,452,136 fr. 
in 1892, to 70,667,301 fr. in 1808, 


‘Table No. 2—A Return of the Shipping and Tonnage for the same period of three yearn, 
arranged under their respective Plage, 


‘The number of vessels which passed through the Canal was 4,207 in 1801, 
£3,650 in 1892, and 3,341 in 1893, of which 3,217 in 1891, 2,581 in 1893, and 2,405 in 
1893, carried the British flag. 


Table No. 8.—A Comparative Return of these three years, based on Tuble No. 2, and giving 
the Percentage of the Shipping anid Tonnage of the Plage engaged. 


The percentage of British flags passing through tho Suez Canal in 1803 shows a 
slight decease ou Soupated with the previous year, 72 per cent. carrying the British 
flag as against 72} por cent. in 1802. ‘The percentage of German and Italian vessels 
has remained nearly stationary, while there is an increas in that of French vessels 
from 4:59 to 59, and of Dutch vessels from 4°97 to 533. 

# Na. 20. 





Table No, 4.—A Return of the Shipping for the year 1393, arranged under its various 
(Caiegorie, MerchansVerele, Mei Sitemers, Sigel War, be, 


through the Canal, 2,183, of a net tonnage of 
wero British, that is, nearly 88 per cent. of the number and 86 per 
tonnage; and 190, or 8 per cent., Were German vessels, whose tonnage 
of the whole; France, Hollsnd, and Norway combined, furnishing 
cent. of the vessels and 5:4 per cent. of the tonnage of the carrying trade to 
through the Suez Canal. 


Tablo No. 5.—A General Yearly Return of Veexels from the opening of the Canal to the 
present Tine, showing their Gross and Net Tonnage, the Transit Receipts, and the mean 

‘Net Tonnage per Versel. 

In_the years 1881-01, the annual net to from 4,136,779 tons to 
8,008,777 tos, and the transit roecipts from SL274900 fr, to 83/4201 fr; the 
average of the not tonnage was 6,179,848 tons, and of the transit receipts was 
63,450,028 fr.; while in 1803 the not tonnage amounted to 7,659,008 tons, and the 
‘transit weelpts to 70,067,361 fr, ‘The mean not tonnage per vessel also rose from 
1,517 tons in 1881 to nearly 2,292 ton in 1808, being 125 tons por vessel in excess 
of 1892, 


Table No. OA Monthly Return, showing the average Time ocupid by Veeels in 1809, 
distinguishing thove which navigated both by Night and Duy from such as navigated by 
Day alone. 

‘Tho mean duration of for all vewols navigating the Canal shows a 
decrease from 21 hours 16 minutes in 1802 to 20 hours 45 minutes in 1803. In 1802 
the poreontago of vessels navigati night was 90 per cent., while in 1803. it 
rose to 92'2 por cont., the number 8,082 in 1508 ax against 3,236 in 1802. 
‘The satisfactory manner in which tho night service has been carried on again reflects 
great credit upon the Transit Department. 


‘Tablo No. 7.—A Return showing the Draught of Water of Vessels navigating the Canal 
during the last eight years, with the Percentage of such Draught. 
‘The percentage of vessels drawing less than 23 fect declined from 73°31 in 1802 
‘to 68-05 in 1803, while vessels drawing more than 23 fect increased from 26-09 in 
1802 to 8107 in 1893. 
‘Tho. maximum draught allowed for vessels passing through the Canal is 
2% feot 7 inches, and the increase in the sizo of vessels is shown in a romarksble 
sear by 0 Set laa 166 voted drawing more than 94 fest 7 nchon wed the 
Canal, ax compared with 127 in 1802 5 in 1801, representing a percentage of 
$20 in 1801, 3°97 in 1802, and 491 in 1803, 


‘Table No. 8.—A Return of the Number of Passengers who passed through the Canal 
in 1803, 


‘There has beon o diminution in the numbers of military and civilian 
‘but a considomble increas in the case of pilgrims and emigrants. ‘The total nomi 
carricil in 1893 amount to 180,483, as against 189,012 in 1592, 


‘Table No.9.—A Return showing the Number of Passengers carried through the Suez Canal 
froin ils opening in 1870 to the year 1803. 
In the year 1870, 20,758 were carried through the Canal; in 1880 the 
number risen to 98,000, and 1800 to 175,105; while in the past year it 
amounted to 180,432, as against 183,912 in 1892. 


©, RIVERS WILSON. 
Hi. AUSTIN LEB. 








Inclosure 1 in No, 23, 


, together with the Transit Receipts for the years 


d through the Suez Canal, 


1891, 1892, and 1895, 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 23. 


3.)—Rervay showing the Percentage of the Shipping and Tonnage of all Flags 
that passed through the Suez Canal during the years 1891, 1892, and 1893. 
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Inelosure 4 in No. 23, 


(No. 4.)—Rervxx of Shipping and Tonnage that passed through the Suez Canal during 
the year 1803, arranged under their respective Flags and Categories. 
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Inclosure & in No. 23. Inclosure 7 in No. 23. 


‘No, 5,)—Yearty Rervex of Shipping and Tonnage that passed through (No. 7.)—Rerurs showing the Draught of Water of Vessels that passed through 
¢ Goa from its opening until fee ve 1893, together with the Transit the Suez Canal for the years 1886 to 1803, inclusive. 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 23. 


(No, 6.)—Mowrmuxy Rerony of Vessels for 1893, givi ng their Mean Duration of 


Passage of such as navigated by Night, as compared with those navigating by 
Day only. Tnclosure 8 in No, 28, 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 23. 


(No. 9:)—Rerunx showing the Number of Passengers carried through the Sues 
anal from its opening to the year 1893, 
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No, 24. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 


Admiralty, May 18, 1894, 

by the Lonls Commissioners of the ‘Admiralty to state, for the 
information of the Seerstary of State for Foreign Affairs, that certain questions have 
prison with the Suez Canal Company with respect to rights claimed by the Company 
to berth ships on the frontage of the land at Port Said held hy the British Government 
ottier than that fheing the Maritime Canal. i 

‘tho paints at which the Admiralty and the Company are at issue have formed the 
subject af & correspondence that has extended over several years, without any 
satisfactory conelusion being come to, and my Lonis have, in the hope of settling the 
question finally, acceded, with the concurronee of the India Office, to 8 suggestion by 
4f Oh, de Lesteps and the British Direotors of the Suez Canal, that » Conference 
should bo held in Paris to arrange the matters in dispute. 

‘he officer who has been sppointed to represent the Admiralty snd the Indian 
Government is Rear-Adinieal Ernest Rico, who was selected as the Representative of 
the Admiralty in the case of 1 previous and somewhat similar Convention in 1886, 

Tam to request that the Marquis of Dufferin and Avn may be sequainted acoor- 
aingly, and requested to afford Admiral Rice any facilities he may require in the 
cexeoution of this duty. : 

"The date of the Conference has not yet been fixed, but » further communication 
will bo made to you when it shall bave been settled. 7 

am, 


1» Bee 
(Signed) BR. D. AWDRY. 


aS SS 
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No. 25. 
Aatniralty to Foreign Office—(Reeeived May 19.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 18, 1894. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the 16th May, 1894, Lam commanded by: 
the Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty to state that the Conference between 
Rear-Admiral Emest Rice, as Representative of tho Admiralty, and the Indian 
Government, and the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company therein referred to, 
is to be held in Paris carly next week. 

Tam to request that. the Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs will be 80 good. as 
to cause the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava to bo acquainted nooondingly, 

am, &e, 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No, 26, 
‘The Earl of Kimberley to the Marquis of Dufferin. 


0. 63. Commercial.) 
Yord, Foreign Office, May 19, 1804, 
1 INCLOSE a copy of a leer, from the Aamiraliy,* stating tint Rene-Admieal 
Rice has been appointed to represent their Lordships and the Indian Government at 
forthcoming Conference with the Directors of the Suez Canal respecting the land at 
Port Salil which belongs to Her Majesty's Government. 
T have to request your Excellency to afford to Admiral Rice any facilities which 
ho may require in the execution of this duty. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


PS—I have since leamed from the Admiralty that the Conference will be held in 
Paris carly next week, 
k 


No. 2%, 
‘The British Directors of Suez Canal to the Karl of Kimberley—(Received May 24.) 


No.1, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, Mey 28, 1804, 

WE have tho honour to report that the 5th June is the date fixed for the annual 
caer meting of the shareholders of tho Suez Canal Company. 

Tn onder that Her Majesty's Government may be represonied at this meeting, we 
have to request that we may be provided with the usual cortifieate from the 
Permanent Secretary of Hor Majesty's Treasury, stating that the Suez Canal shares 
purchased by Great Britain still remain in the possession of Her Majesty's Govorn- 


ment. 
ag AL te to recnve this erica ax soon as it ean conveniently be 
obtained. 

‘We have further to request that instructions may ‘bo sent to Her Neher 
Scerctary of Embassy in Paris in the event of his being nominatal to act as the 
Representative of Her Majesty's Government at the meeting. 

‘We havo, &e. 
(Bor the British Directors), 
(Bigned) ‘. AUSTIN LEE. 


—_—_—— 
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No. 28, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1804. 

1AM directed by tho Earl of Kimberley to stale that he has been informed by 
‘the British Directors on the Council of the Suez Cansl Company that the annual 
general meoting of the shareholders will take place on. the Gth proximo, and Iam to 
Fequest, with & view to the representation of Her Majesty's Government at this 
meeting, that you will move the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s ‘Treasury to 
cause his Lordship to be furnished with the usual certificate stating ‘that the shares 
purchased by Great Britain, or the deposit certificates issued in liew of the drawn 
Shinres, still remain in the possession of Her Majesty’s Government. 

‘The British Directors ask that this certificate may be sent to them as soon 
‘as possible, and it should be in their ‘hands not later than the Ist pee 

am, 


ee SS SS 
No. 29, 
‘Treasury to Foreign Offce—(Received May 29.) 


Bir, ‘Treasury Chambers, May 29, 1804. 
IN reply to your Ieitor of tho 26th instant, Tam directed by the Lonls 
Commisionis of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit to you, to be laid before the 


Earl of Kimberley, a certificate signed by their Lovdshipy’ Permanent Secretary as to 
tho continued pomsion of the Suez Cand shares hy Her Majesty's Gorernmenit 


‘am, &e. 
(Signed) PRANCIS MOWATT. 


No. 30. 
‘The British Directors of Sues Canal to the Earl of Kimberley —(Received May 29.) 


(0. 1. Commercial.) 
fy Lord, Pari, May 20, 1894 
‘WE have the honour to report that on the 21st instant we attended mectings of 
‘the Finance Committee and Council of the Suez Canal Company, at which the 
‘accounts for the year 1503, as finally adjusted, were examined and passed, preparatory 
to their submission to the gencral meeting of the shareholders on the 6th June. 


ich weee explained in var devpa 
Ms Sed February, 1804; aod. alo the excene 
‘of the Siatatary Herorve of 6,000,000 @, ia, a 
‘(Both theae rscrve manus being nid 
fo divideod tu tho interest of tho " Dildgataices 
‘onnection with the Company eears atthe Tat July, 1894) 


‘Total expente, including 6 per cent interest on the 
shaze capital 


Showing a net proft of ssa 


‘Of which 71 per cent. is distributable among tho shareholders. ‘The gross amount of 
interest and dividend combined per share is 07-002 fr. or after deduction of taxes 
90/878 fr. Whe rate for tho year 1802 was 90-068 fr. gross and 92°366 fr. net. 

It will be seen that the figures of the corrected accounts for 1803 differ very 
slightly from the estimate which we had the honour to submit in our despatch of the 

February last. 

‘The Annual Report which will be presented to the sharcholders on the Sth June, 
and of which we shill have tho honour to forward copies to your Lordship, contains 


© Not printed. 
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details of the various heads of expenditure and revenue, but we think it interesting to 
state in our present despatch that the receipts in respect of the transit of vessels 
through the Canal were 3,750,849 fr. 76 c. less in 1893 than in 1892, but that no less 
than 3,739,537 fr. 47 c. of this amount is attributable to the reduction of the tariff 
from 9 fr. 50c. to 9fr.on the Ist January, 1803, It may be added that the 
tronsit receipts from the Ist January to the 26th May of the present year show an 
inereaso of over $00,000 fe. — 32,0001. as compared with the corresponding period 
for 1893, viz. :— 
1805 opmedcs 
804 3: ee ae 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) ' C. RIVERS WILSON. 
J. STOKES, 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 


EES 
No. 31. 
‘The Earl of Kimberley to the Marquis of Dufferin. 


(Xo, 0, Commerisl) 
iy Lord, Foreign Office, May 29, 1804. 
T AM informed by the British Dirootora on the Council of the Suex Canal 
Company that the sonual general meeting of tho shareholders of that Company will 
take place on the th prio, 
t is the desire of Hor Majesty's Government that the First Sccretary of Her 
iajeaty’s Embassy, or, in his absence, the Ronior Second Secretary, should aitend the 
meeting to rwpresent them as on former occasions, and I have to request your 
Excellency to instruct Mr. Phipps or Mr. Hantinge accordingly. 

Tinelose a certificate under the hand of the Permanent Secretary of the ‘Treasury,® 
to the effect that the aharex of the Suc Canal Company purchssed by Great Britain, 
for the deposit certificates imwed in lien of the drawn shares, still remain in the 
Poveation of Her Majesty's Government 

‘This document should be produced at the office of the Snex Canal Company five 
clear days before the date fixed for the annual goueral meting. 

I 


am, &, 
(Signed) ' KIMBERLEY, 


No, 32. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, i Foreign Office, June 1, 1894, 

LAM directed by the Socrotary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, to 
be laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's ‘Treasury, the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suex Canal Company respecting 
meetings of the Finance Committee and Couneil of the Company.t 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GREY, 


No. 33, 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley —(Received June 14.) 


(No. 16. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Paris, June 5, 1894, 
WE have this day attended the general meeting of shareholders of the Suez Canal 

(Geena sl art lanes cis copies of the Report which was read to 


* acloere ia No. 99 (oot printed). Nea. Not pristed. 


(762) I 





30 


‘Phe Report contains the ustal information as to the receipts and expenditure, the 
oaintenance of the waterway, and particulars as to the various establishments of the 
Company, together with Statistical Returns, of which the most important are included in 
our despatch No. 12, Commercial, of the Ist ultimo, 

Wo would call your Lordship's attention, in connection with the correspondence on 
the subject of the interest due by Egypt on the purchase-money of the Suez Canal shares 
after December 1893, to a claim made by the holders of delegations to a share in the profits 
of the Company accruing hetween the Ist January and the 80th June, 1894, as set forth 
on p. 7 of the Report. The Company are informed by their legal ‘advisers that this 
claim is not valid, and the parties interested have been so informed, but it is possible 
that the matter may give rise to lezal proceedings, 

‘The principal matters on the order of the day for the decision of the sharehollers 
were :— 

1. A proposal for insuring to the family of M. de Lesieps provision which 
the misfortanes of the last few years have rendered necessary, and to whieh, in the 
opinion of the Council, the founder of the Suez Canal is entitled at the bands of the 
shareholders, who have reaped such a rich harvest from his work. 

2, ‘The election of Directors to replace M. Waddington and Sir William Mackinnon, 
deceased, and Lord Brassey, retired. 

3, The re-election of four Directors who retired by rotation after eight. years’ 
sorvice, vis, + Lioatonant-General Sir John Stokes, M. Charles A.de Lesseps, M, Patinot, 
and Sir B, 8, Dawes (who had filed Sir William Mackinnow's vacanoy). 

‘Tho usual eriticisins wore made on the penceedings of the Council of Administration, 
and wore directod principally against the expenditure on tho Canal, tho recently 
‘constructed tramway, and the mode in whieh was proposed to make provision for M, de 
Losope family, A violent attack was also made upon M, Charles do Lesseps by one of 
‘the speakers, 

10 Provident refuted the accusations of undue expenditure in an ablo speech of 
rome longth; ono of his argumonts in defence of the Council being that tho holler of 
176,602 shares, specially ropeesented on the Coupe, would not countenance extravagant 
cof tinnecossary outlay, even were It not in the interest of every Director t i 
expenditure, ax each, being himeolf & shareholder, was interestod directly is 
profita being as large as poralble, 

‘M. Charles de Lesops addremod to tho mocting a calm and dignified reply to 
the attack which had been mde pen is, and entirely carried the assembly with 
bien, 

‘The Resolutions approving the Report of the Council, the Auditors’ Report, and the 
proposed dividend were carried almost unanimously, aa were also the Resolutions 
nominating the Auditors for 184, and confirming the appointments of M. Vergé, Sir 
Edwyn Daves, and Sir Henry Caleraft, 

a Tha proponals in favour of M. do Lemay family were enried by 1,200 votes 
‘against 486, 

‘The four outgoing Directors, Sir John Stokes, MM. Charles do Lesseps and 

Patinot, and Sirk. Dawes, were re-elected by 1,009, 1,120, 1,085, and 1,082 votes 
ly only 486 Being gen to the Baron Delort de Gléan, one of the prominent 
dissentienta, and 10 to M. Brunel, anold employé of the Company. 

‘On the special question brought forward by certain shareholders as to the removal 
of cortain Directors, 384 votes wore given against M. Vietor de Lesseps, 84 against 
‘M, Poghoux, and 6+ againat M. Charles de Lesseps. 

o incloss a report published by the “Journal des Débats™ of the proceedings at 
the genoral mecting,* 

‘We have, &. 


(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 
H AUSTIN LEE. 


a1 


No. 34. 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley —(Received June 19.) 


(No. 17. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, June 10, 1804. 

WITH reference to the Resolation for granting a pension to the family of 
M. Ferdinand de Lesseps, which was submitted by the Council of Administration to the 
shareholders for their approval at the gencral meeting held on the th instant, and 
cried by a majority of 1,209 to 486 votes, we have the honour to inform your Torii 
that this proposal met with the unanimous support of both the Frenel and Englis 
Commercial Directors, 

"The manner in which the pension of 120,000 fe. (4,8001.) will be distributed among 
M. de Lesseps' family is fully stated on p. 4 of the Report inclosed in our despatch 
No. 16 of the 5th instant, 

‘The Council, “to show their appreciation of M. Feriinand de Lesseps' services,” 
agreed to pay the heavy charges payable to tho Government in connection with the 
deed amignng this pension. “These ebargs will amount to about 145,000 f. (5,800) 
in all, 

In addition to this amount, the Council of Administration, as reported in our 

ich No. 6 of February last, las made certain allowances to M, Ferdinand 
do Lesseya and his two sons in view of their incomes from the Company having been 
attached by the Liquidator of the Panamé Canal Company's ostate. ‘The total amount 

ble up to the end of June, when the new arrangoment will enine into foree, amounts 
to 100,000 fe. (4,0001,), of which 1,000 fr, (6001, will bo doducted from tho Admini 
atrators’ fees for Inst year, and 85,000 fr, (8,400),) from the fees aeceuing in the current. 
half-year, ‘The total awount, thoretore, for which the Couneil have mado themselves 
respousibie will. amount to 243,000 fr. (0,8001.). Aw the incomes of M. Ferdinand de 
Leweps and his two rons, ax well as that of ML. Peghous, have been attached, this 
fount wil ave to be shared by only twenty-ight out of th thirty-tno Director 

It is proposed that the payment aball bo made pro ratd in instalments, but no 


definite decision has yet been arrived at in the matter. 
Wg vs Be eg 
Signed) TaVEnS WILSON. 
H AUSTIN LEE. 


No. 36. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Bart of Kimberley.—(Received June 19.) 


(No.18. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Paris, June 11, 1804. 
WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Return drawn up 
by the Suer Canal Company, showing the groundings in the Suce Canal in tho sear 
18093, with the names of the ships which grounded, and those of their owners, and the 
ih of period during which the passage of the Ganal was stopped in consequence of 
socideate, 


len 
these 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 
HL AUSTIN LEE. 





Inclosure 
Rervrs drawn up hy the Suez Canal Company, showing 


in No. 35. 


the Groundings in the Suez Canal in the Year 1893, 
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No. 36. 
‘The British Swex Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley.— (Received June 19.) 


(No. 19. Commercial.) 


My Lord, 
'Y “WITH reference to our despatch No: 16 of the Sth instant, we have the honour 


to transmit to your Lordship herewith the exact figures, as published in the official 
journal of the Sues Canal Company, of the various votes takem at the general meeting 
ld on tho 6th instant, on the. Hesolutions submitted to the shareholders for their 
approval by the Council of Administration.* 
signed)" F STOKES. 
Beet) ©. RIVERS WILSON. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 


No. 37. 
Foreign Office to Trearery. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1894. 

LAM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreiga Atfairs to transmit to you, to 
bo laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, the accompanying 
apy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company respecting 
the general meeting of the shareholders held on the Sth instant.t 


Tam, &e. 
(Bigned) EDWARD GREY. 


No. 38. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 23, 1894, 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, to 
ba laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suox Canal Company respecting 


potsion to be granted tothe fanily of M. Ferdinand de Lesseps 
am, 8. 
(Signed) ' EDWARD GREY. 


No. 89. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley—(Received July 2.) 
). Commercial. 
iy: ed | Paris, June 29, 1804. 
AVITHT reference to our despatch No. 16 of the Sth instant, we have the honour to 


transmi Lordship herewith copies of the stenogrsphic Report of the pro- 
HW dhe goncal ausembly of the shareholders of the Suez Canal,* which took 


ploe on the Sth instant, 


We have, &6, 
(Por the British Suez Canal Directors), 
(Signed) ‘HL AUSTIN’ LEE. 


8 
No, 40. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley.—Received July 7.) 


(No. 21. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 4 1804. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 17, Commercial, of the 10th ultimo, we 
have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of the decision approved 
by the Council of the Suex Canal Company at their meeting yesterday with regard to 
the payments to be made out of the salaries of the Administrators in connection with 
the allowances voted to M. Ferdinand de Lesseps and his sons, and the expenses of the 
deed assigning a pension to M. de Lesseps' family. 

In the above-mentioned despatch we informed your Lordship that the Council hind 
agreed to pay out of their fees the allowances up to the end of the half-year ending 
the 30th Juno, but, on examination of the Resolution adopted by the shareholders, the 
Council considered that they were authorized to pay the pem 
M. ’ fainily from the beginning of the year instead of from the Ist J 
the date specified in our despatel. 

the contribution for which the Council have therefore made themselves respon- 
sible will he reduced from 245,000 fr. to 185,000 fr,, andl it has beon ageeod that thix 
amount shall be paid in three instalments, the first in July 1894, amounting to 
64,000 fr., payable out of the balanoe of the share of the 2 per cent, on the not profits 
fof the Company for the year 1803, and thd, two remaining instalments of 64,000 fr, and 
97,000 fr, in January and July 1895 respeotively, out of the share of the profits 
scoruing to the members of the Council in 180M. 

Ve have, We, 


(Signed) J. STOKES. 
«© RIVERS WILSON, 
1, AUSTIN LER. 


Inelosure in No, 40. 


Amended Decision with regard to Payments of Pension to the Leeseps Family. 


TLest rappelé que dans Ia séance du & Juin il w &é proposs au Conseil d'Admi- 
istration do rotenit, sar In répartition du solde dev 2 i rovenant aux 
Administeateurs pour 1893 ct sur les répartitions & faire en Janvier ot Juillet 1805, 
es sommes avancées & Mme, Ferdinand do Leseps du 1" Octobre au 31 Déoombre, 
159, ot it MM. Charles A. do Lesseps et Victor de Lesseps du 1" Janvier au 80 Juin, 
1894, ainsi que lov frais de acto notarié constituant Ia pension de la famille do 
M., Ferdinand de Leseps. 

2M propositions avalent 616 prisntder pour In mise A exéeution do ext 
reteno : 

Ou rotenir A chaque Administrateur une some proportionnelle A In totalité do co 
qo'll aur touché i un titre queleonque ; 

Ou faire porter Ia retenue seulement suf les jetons de présence du Conseil.) 

La premivre proposition avait été Geartte eomme portant attointe A des rétribu- 
tions fixes allonées pour un travail bien déterminé, 

‘La seconde proposition avait &6 adoptée par le Conseil. 

Te Comité a a interpréter cette décision en ce qui concerne les 10 pour cent qui 
Jui sont attribués sur tout co qui, dans les 2 pour cont du Conseil, dépasse 200,000 fr. 
Ti parnit équitable de distinguer dans cette allocation supplémentaire ce qui est 
attribué comme rémunération d'un travail spécial et ce qui est alloué comme supplé- 
ment d'indemnité, comme une sorte de jetons aux membres du Comité, Ces jotons 
seuls doivent participer A la retenue comme les jetons du Conseil. 

‘La proposition de pensions & In famille de Lesseps, votée par I'Assemblée, portant 

les pensions seront “ prélevées annuellemont sur les ynoduits de chaque exercice,”, 

effet de cotto résolution remonte au 1* Janvier, 1804; et les Administrateurs seront 
remboursés de la somme qu'ls auront avanedé do ce chet, 

‘Le Comité adopte cette nouvelle proposition, qui sera soumise au Conseil dans sa 
prochaine séance. 

Approuvé par MM. les Administrateurs Ala “suite de la séance du Conseil 
a’ Administration du 3 Juillet, 1804, 
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No. 41. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1894. 
WITH refersiace to Foreign Office letter of the 28th ultimo, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, the accompanying copy of a despatch from 
the British Directors of the Suex Canal Company respecting the allowances voted to 
ME. Ferdinand de Lesseps and his sons.* fants! 
am, 


(Signed) E. GREY. 


No, 42. 


‘Mr. Rodd to the Earl of Kimberley—(Received July 18.) 
(No. 100, 
My et Cairo, July 6, 1894. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a letter from 
cortain prominent residents in Port Said to Mr. Consul Gould, inclosing a Petition 
addressol by upwards of a thousand European inhabitants of that town and many 
natives to the Governor-Goneral of the isthmus with reference to their water supply. 

"Your Lomlahip will owerve that not only do the petitioners complain of the bad 
quality of the water supplied by tho Suez Canal Compang, and of the very exorbitant 
charge whieh is made for it, but they point out that the Company have also failed to 
carry out the terms of their agrocment and provide water gratuitously from a pipe 
eneried through the centre of the town. 

‘tho action of tho Company in this matter is being soversly criticised, and the 
inhabitant of Pork Said appear to bare a legitimate grievance. There are so many 
British subjects among their number, nnd British interests at Port Said are so 
important that I venture to recommend the object of this Petition to your Lordship's 
favourable consideration, in the hiope that it may be possible to secure for their repre- 
entation the support of the Bish Directors at headquarters. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) RENNELL RODD. 


Inclosure in No. 42. 
Mr. Royle, ond others, to Consul Gould. 


M, le Consul, Port-Said,'le 80 Juin, 1504. 

[LES Sovesignés ont Thonnenr de porter & votre connalsance qu'une Pétion con 
comnant diverses questions relatives a eau fournie & la ville de PortSaid par In 
Compagnie du Canal a 6té adresse le 28 Juin A son Excellence Maher Pacha, 
Gouverneur-Général de I'Tsthme. 

‘De cette Pétition, qui portait plus de mille signatures 4’Buropéens de toutes les 
nationalités et do nombreuses signatures d'indigines, les Soussignés se font un devoir 
do vous remottro ci-inclus une copie avee pritro de vouloir bien vous intéresser & leurs 
justes réclamations et fairo toutes les démarches que vous croirez opportunes en vue 
dune solution favorable & leurs demandes. 

Confiants dans Tintérét que yous aves toujours montré pour tout ce qui touche 
‘aux besoins de In population Port-Saidienne, les Soussignés sont fermement convaincus 
que cette fois non plus votre appui ne Jour fera pas défaut, et dans cet espoir ils vous 


re M. le Consul, &o, 
= (Sign) “GEORGE ROYLE (and others, 


a7 


No. 43, 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors. 


No.7. Commercial.) 
satlemen, Foreign Office, July 25, 1804, 

I AM directed by tho Earl of Kimberley to transmit herewith n copy of @ 
despatch from the Acting British Agent and Consul-General in Bgypt,* calling attene 
tion to complaints which have been addresed by the European inhabitants of Port 
Said to Her Majesty's Consul in that town on the subject of their water suppl 

Tam to request that this matter may be taken into considera h a view to 
the adoption of sack mesures ax may be necessary to put an end to the grievances 
complained of, if they should prove to be well founded. 

Lam, & 
(Signed) "I. H. SANDERSON, 


No. 44. 
Brith Sues Comat Directors to the Kart of Kimberley—(Received Auyust 8.) 


‘Commercial:) 
t Parin, August 7, 1804, 

IN reply to your despatch No. 7, Commorcial, of the 25th ultimo, we have the 
honour to inform your Lonlship that the question ‘of the water supply nt Port Said 
has been for some time past ander the consideration of the Suer Onnal Hoard with a 
View to its improvement and a reduction in cost 

‘We have again called attention to the subject, and we trust that bofore long stopa 
will be taken in the senso desired by the Europenn inhabitants of Port Said, 

‘We will not fail to keep your Lordship fully informed upon the subject. 

We may ad that the Company do not npper yot to have recirad the Moral 
adaressed to the Governor of the Canal, of whieh a’ copy wax inclosnd in Mfr. Rodd's 
despateli No, 100 of the 6th July, 

Wo have, &e. 
(Signed) | J. STOKES, 
©. RIVERS WILSON. 
H. AUSTIN LEB. 


No. 46. 
‘The Bart of Kimberley to Mr. Roll 


(No. 26. Commercial.) 
ir, Foreign Offer, August 11, 1894, 

YOUR dex So, 100 of the Gth ultimo, recommending a Petition urging the 
improvement of the water supply st Port Said, was duly communicated to tho British 
Directors of the Canal, and 1 now incloso copy of their reply on the subject for tho 
information of tho petitioners. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 
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No. 46. 
Mr, Rodd fo the Barl of Kimberley—(Received September 18.) 


(No. 112) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Cairo, September 18, 1894. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the European workmen whom the Sez Canal 
Company employ on their dredgers have struck, and that thet trike is assuming thresteniog 
proportions. It is feared that the workmen will destroy the dredgers. 

‘The Commandant of Police, accompanied by European constables, has left for Port 
Sat. 


No, 47. 
‘The Karl of Kimberley to Mr. Austin Lee, 


{commer 
‘Teleenphie) _P. Foreign Offce, September 24, 180% 

INVITE Suez Canal Company to show conciliatory attitude towards the workmen ia 
the matter of the strike nt Port Said. ‘Their case is rather hard according to Mr, Rodd. 
He clegraphs that, if little coueiliation is shown, thero are hopes of a settlement, 


No. 48, 
Mr. Rodd to the Karl of Kimberley, —(Receivedt September 27.) 


jo. 119.) 
legenphiie) _P. Cairo, September 27, 1304. 
WITH ‘reference to. my telegram to your Lordship, No. 116, 1 have the honour to 
report that 1 am informed that the demands of the strikers have been refused by the Suez 
Canal Boord, but that this Board will offer to re-omploy the moo. IC the latter refuse, the 
Company will remove thelr dredgers, and then there ism possibility of disturbances, 
M. Gryparis, the Greek Consul-General, hax been unable to influence the strikers in 
any way. 
Y Teeatare to gest to your Lothlp that it woald bo desable to. Dut pressure on the 
Committes at Paris. 
Thave repeated the above to Mr. Phipps. 


No. 49. 
Mr. Phipps to the Barl of Kimberley.—(Received September 27.) 


No. 2. Commercial.) 
‘elegraphie.) P. Paris, September 27, 1894. 
PYWILL net at once in the mater of the Suez Canal strike on Me Madde No, 119 
repeated to me; I already acted on behalf of Mr. Lee on your Lordship's telegram of the 
jth instant, 


No. 60. 
Mr. Phipps to Forcign Office — (Received September 28.) 


My dear Bergae, Paris, September 27, 1904, 

WITH reference to my telegram of to-day, 1 inclose copy of a Memorandum made 
Clarke, who T sent to the Suez Canal Compady this afternoon, together with the copy of 
the telegram sent by the Company to Cairo. 


No. 50*. 

Admiralty to Forcign Office: —(Reccived September 28.) 
Sir, Admiralty, September 27, 159%. 
1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 9th August,* inclosing a Return, drawn up by the Suez 
Canal Company, showing the groundings in the Suez Canal in the year 1893; and Tam 
to request that you will move the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs to cause my 


Lords to be furnished with tbe Returns for the years 1391 and 1892, which do not appear 
to have reached the Admiralty. 


EVAN MACGREGOR. 





© Sending copy of No, 38 
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| inform Rodd by telegraph that Suez Canal Company bas sont to its Agent at 
views. 


‘Yours over, 


(Signed) E. C. H. PHIPPS, 


E.C. HP. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 50. 
Memorandum by Mr, Clarke. 


T SAW Rowville who tells ino tho whole aflir is grossly exaggerated, there being only 
eighty mea on strike. 

‘Lee has personally been advising the Company not to make any concessions. 
Rouville gave me the annexed copy of a telegram sent to-day to Suex Canal Agent at 
Cairo. 

“There is to be a meeting of Company to-morrow in London at which Rouville think 
Lee is sure to be present 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 

September 27, 1804, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 50, 
‘Telegram sent to Agent of Suez Canal Company at Cairo, Seplenber 27, 1894, 


LE Comité est parfaitement résolu i ne pas faire Jes concessions qui tui sont domandées 

ct qui porteraient grave atteiate aux droits absolus de Ia Compagnie, Si le Gouvernement 
jen xe déclaro impuiesant A garantir sécurité pour les travaux de Ia Compagnio, te 
demandera Tasndi au Connell de surscoie jusqu't nouvel ordre | 3a miso on notivité 

3e3,e0 Inissant xx Gouvernement la responsabilité des conséquerices qui pourraient 


No. 61. ; 


Mr. Rodd to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received September 24.) 


(No, 116.) J 
(Telegraphic) P. Cairo, September 24, 1894, 
WITH reference to my tolegram No. 112 on the subject of the atrike at Port Sud, 1 
should be grateful if your Lordship would urge on the Suez Canal Company, through the 
English Directors, the expediency of acting towards their workmen in a conciliatory spirit. 


isa han! one, but if the Company are conciliatory, Uhero is a hope that some 
settlement may be arrived at, 


No. 52. 
‘The Earl of Kimberley to Mr. Rodd, 
Foreign Office, September 28, 1904. 
|AID strike. 


Mectings have been beld by the English Commercial Committes and by the French 
Committee, and notwithstanding the recommendation of the President of the Council to 
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sehich full weight has been given, both have decided that no concession catt be made to the 

strikers. They consider that their property is entitled to police protection if disorders 

follow. Do you think that the police would be suficiently strong for that purpose ? 
Please reply by return, a8 on Monday a full meeting of Directors is held. 


eS SSS SS SSS 
No. 


Mr. Rodd (o the Barl of Kimberley—(Received September 29.) 
(Commercial.) 
flegraphic.) _P. Cairo, September 20, 1894, 
WITH ‘refercace to the telecram from your Lordship of yesterday's date, I have the 
honour to report that the property of tho Company should be adequately protected by the 
special police farce recently dispatched to Port Said. 


No. 5th 
_Monorandum communicated by Mr. Austin Lee, September 29, 1894. 


JE vous transmets, pour In communiquer au Comité Consultatif, dans sa réunioa du 
28 courant, une note sur la grave des dragueurs de Port-Said. 


Grive des Dragueurs de Port-Sat, 


La dépiche suivante est parvenue co matin A I'Administration Centrale, pendant la 

bance du Comité de Dirvotions— 
\ Port-Betid, le 27 Septembre, 1894, 10%, 15. 

“Consul-Généenl de Grice et Fenwick ici, contiouant trouver situation grave ot le 
second incistant sur extrimo désir Président da Conseil éviter incident violent, prier 
instarnment acoorder pardon général. Dane le ens ot Comité aceorderait Gouverneur- 
Général engngerait ouvriers reprendre travail. Si eux pax consentit police agirat en cas 
trouble. Dans ces conditions Gouvernement et Compagnie pourraient dire avoir été 
fusqu’d extetmo limite patience indulgence. Cette formule quotqae difrente instruction 
Tinpliquernit wucune concession. Croire devoir soumettze—S€MI0NNR.” 


Lo Comité de Direction a fait expédice en réponse & !'Agent Supérieur le téligramme 
oat la. tenear suit — 


« Paria, le 27 Septembre, 1894. 

“Le Comité est parfaitement résclu A ne pax faire len concessions qui Ini sont 

demandéee et qui porteraiont une grave atteinte aux droits absotus de ta Compagnie. » St 

Herat creat fogyption se déclare fmpuissast 8 garantie sécuité pour travaux Com 

pagnie, le Comité dernendara Ludi xa Conseil de, survecir yoxqu' souvel ordre & la mise 

rn otivité dea dmgues en laisnant Gouvernement Rayptien toute la responsabilité de toutes 
Je» conséquences qui pourraient en tésulter —GUIcHARD.” 


Le Comité de Direction a été unanimement davis que consentit les concessions 

demandées par le Consul-Général de Gréce et le Chef de Ia Police Reyptienne serait de la 

i de In Compagnie Fabdication complete de ses droits et que cela Tui enleverait pour 
Pavenir toute autorité sur ses ouvriers. 


a 


Duns sa sfance da $ Septembre courant, te Conseil: d'Admi 
des incidents, jugés alors sans importance, qui avaient pris nsisanee dans une petite 
fraction des ouvriers de la Compagnie & Port-Said. 

Ta recu communication Wes t&légrammes ct correspondance échangés A cette dite 
‘entre Ja Direction et FEzypte ot dont Ia teneur peut se résunner ainsi =— 

“Le 20 Aoiit dernier, une soixantaine d'ouvriers (matelots et chauffeurs), ne (aisant pas 
ports ds cad et appurtenant sux dyuipgss des agus marines ef de les porteurs de 
section de Port-Sald, profitaient de l'arrdt périvdique de ces apparcils pour le lavage dea 
chavditres et abandonnaient lear poste. Ils délarsient qu'lls ne Ye reprendraient que wi la 
Compagnie s'engageait par rit A leur assurer dix mois de travail par an comme aux 
fouvriers des autres sections; sinon ils réclamaient vine indomnité de licenciement et une 
allocation de rapatriement. Il ne pouvait étre donné suite 4 une scmblable miso on 
demeure d'autant que les drogues snarines f\ Port-Said ne peuvent pas fonction pendant 
lee quatre mois Whiver. Au point de voe des ealnires le résultat eat pou prés te vidmie, 
car, pendant ces quite mois, les dquipages font un nombre d'heutes supplémentaires qui 
arrivent & représeater un gain proque équivalont a la plus longue dunbe des services 
egies dans es nutes ston. 
har menaces ov entralvement, lo nombre total des ouvriers ayant abandonné to travail 
nin pas dépassé 100, Les tentatives faites pour détourner les ouvriers sur Ia ligne da 
Caoal ont totalement échov 

Lo Comité de Direotion avait thlégraphié 2 I'Tngénieu-en-chet de la Compagnie en 
Raypte et A "Agent Supérieur ieee eee Sec cuvtiers gol nvalent quis four 
poste no serait admis dans la wulte A rentrer en fonction. 

Dans Hintervalle, le Gouverneur-Généeal du Cunal, apr avoir regu le 20 Aott tx 

dies déliigoss dow grévister qui lui rewettaient uno Pétition, ot dans Jes entrevites 

avait eves avec Mugésieue-en- chet de Ia Compagnie et Agent Supésicur par 

im, s'elforgait do ramener les ouveices dissidents ot demandait i la Compagnie, e Yue 
Aériter des coinptications possibles, de ne pax user do riguour et de reprendre tous les 
grévistes sil se soumettaicnt 

‘Ace moment, M. "Agent Supérieur, abrégeant. von congé A Paris, rentenit on Bgypte 
et dé& soa arrivée A Alexandric, le 30 Aodt, obtenait une audience du Président da 
Conseil, & qui il exporait. la sitaation et la nécowité pour le Gouverneur du Cunal de ne 
point paraltre encourager les prétentions des ouvriers et de borner son intervention aux 
merures néccastires pour iaintenit ordre public. 

Des instructions dans ce seas farent envoyées par lo Président du Conseil Rgyption 
au Gouverneur da Canal et lorsque M. do Sérionne ve rendit & Port.Sald, eonstata quo 
agitation ouvridre était en déoroimance. Des ouvriers Italiens, quelques Frangais, et un 
Belge, qui avaieat suivi le mouverweot, Ia plupart sous Motimidation et lex monaoes des 
Green, auteurs do ta grove, eétaiout adpards de ceux-ct ct demandaicat A reprendre leur 
service, exporant quils Usraient quité conteuints et forogs et qu‘ils ne maintenaient nullee 
ment leur rélamation, Quant aux Greos, quoique M, do Sérionpe lox edt accucilie et 
Jour eut démontré Vinanité de leurs e 1M ils persistérent dans Tour résolution. 

sont les faits dont le Conseil a été saisi dans sa dernidro »éance et qui dénotaient 
tune situation sane gravité, vu le nombre insignitiant dex gréviates ot le manque de fonde- 
went de leurs ions. 

Un courrier arrivé postétieucement A Ix séanoe du Conseil a apportt Te texte de Ia 
Péition que os ouvricrs en geéve avaicnt remise le 2) Aott 4 Maher Pacha pour 
solliciter son intervention auprés de In Conypagnie. Dans ce document, les sigaats 
exporent leurs griefs dans les termes qui contrastont avec la bienveillance qui lear a 
toujours été témoignée. Ils disent, par exemple :— 

Quant aux Bouveaux Réglements de la Compagnie ou aux nouvelles Circulaires que 
Ja Compagnie fait circaler de part et d'autre, nous les ignorons complétement : la Come 
panic Jusqu'h ce jour ne nous avait prévenus de rien ; co n'est qu’ou Gouvernorat que 
ous avous pris connaissance de ee Raylemeils et nous avons pu contater de prs que 
hnous soutnes véritablement le jouet de la Compagnie, poisqiic dun moment a Vautre elle 

nents et comme cela lui plait, ‘sans qu'aucune raison ne régit sa 


Et plus loin 

“Pour vous prouver Tigjaste conduite de Ia Compaznic envers nous, nous vous la 
démoutrerons par ce qui s'ensuivra. La Compagnie prétend que quoique nous travaillions 
dans V'aunéo six ou sept moi, avec les heures. supplémentaires ca nous revient & dix mois, 
et que par conséquent nous navons pas lieu de réclamer. Soit, nous ucceptons ce beau 
raisonnement de Ie Cotnpagoie et nous sommes parhitement d'acoord aren elle sur ce 
sujet; ae a aitirons votre attention, Excellence, que si Ia Compagnie nous compte 
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es beures cuplémentires pour se fustfler eaves notre demande de dix mois de trea 
elle doit également en toute Gquité les compter pour toote autre action; or, il s’ensuit 
qu’en Octobre 1891, ls Compagnie fit unc Circulaire et disait : quiconque aurait huit ans 
Pleins de service serait regardé comme ouvrier fixe de la Compagnie. Tous les ouvriers 
4qui sont cn grive aujourd'hui ne sont pas regardés comme ouvners fixes de Ia Compagaie 
quils Wont pas pleins les huit aus de service. Si copendant la Compagnie aurait 
fis cu comallestion ls heures supplétetaies comme elle les pend axjounha po lex 
lx mois de travail, nous aurions é& regardés tons comme ouvriers fixes de la Compagnie, 
et wu lieu de dix mois de travail que ons réclamons nous aurions doze mois, et nous 
sommes tits heureax que la Compagnio nous fournit une occasion de moos fire tons 
ouvriers—fixes—A moins que la Compagnie ne vouden réteacter sa parole, coume elle a 
Vhabitude do Ta faire; mais nous en appelons A vous, Excellence. Vous voyee done, 
Excellence, que In Compagnie ne se conduit pas en homie loyal. LA of gn toi plate elle 
compte Tes heurer, li oft gine lui plelt pas, ele me compte pas les heures; la Compagnie 
poste done deux fuces.” La loi humaine crierait eontre une telle injustice.” 
L’Agent Supérieur de Ia Compagnie, en accusant réception do ce document i Maber 
Paclus, en a péromptoirement réfute les allégations inexactes dans la lettre suivante =— 


“ Excellence,  Port-Bald, le 2 Septembre, 1804. 
‘ai Vhonseur de vous accuser séception de votre lettre No. 241 ainsi que de la 
Pétion qui y était jointe, A vous ndressée par un certain sombre douvriers de In Com- 
pagnie qui oat absodonné leur tmvall depuis te 20 Andt dernier. 
fe ne puis que yous coafirmer ve que jfai eu Vhonneur do vous oxpoeer hier au cours 
de ma visite touchint Tobligation 08 Je me trouve ve m'en tenir & Vapplication dew Ragle- 
ments de notre Compagnie. 

* Comuie lex diverses réclamatione inscrites dans In Pétition quo voce me commusiques 
‘we rottachent preeqoe toutes 8 des polnts qul out dé wu coure dew anndex lentes, 
motive des incldents qui ont été réglée avec te Gouvernorat-Général de Port-Bald, je crois 
ntéreusnt de vous rappoler mos explications wie chacune do ces réelamations :— 

“1, Lex ouveiers qui ont abandonné leur. travail demandent que Ia Compasnie 
Nengoge A leur assurer dix mois de travail par an. 

“Ji cu Voccasion de nipondre Fantée demitre & une demande semblable qa mi'était 
fudreaace par den onvriees dew atelicrs géuéraux. J'ai absolument refuses de falee droit & 
atte pretontion expliquant que ln Compagnic we pouvsit, pas fue que tout patron 
employant dex ousriers, faire exteater plus de travaox que ceux dont ello avait le spin, 

done erreur absoiue lorsque tes sizuataires de Ia Pétition affirmont que In Compagnie 

ages & fale travallerprodant dix mols fs onvrlers de os stliers gboéra, 

2 ide dove indemnlté analogue & cello accordée en 18052 aux ouvriers 
Noenchds, comyaralson ne raurait dtro dtablio entre ta situation des ouvriors 
Weoasiée en 180 et celle dex ouvriers qui ont quitts leur travail le 20 Aodt. 

“Vous retrouverct dans les urehives de votre Gouvemnorat-Génénil In correspondance 

i id debate en 1868 eutre son Excellence Ie Gouvereur Général et YAgent 

updriour de ln Compagnie, vous y verrcx—ton Excellence Adiy Tey préseat A cette 
Gpoque a Port-Sald vous le confirmera—qu'll s'agissait d'an certain nombee d'ouvriers qui 
avuiont été précédemment mis & pied sans qu'on leur edt signité leur licenciemvent détiniif, 
tt qui avuient pu croire qa'ils retrouvernient du travail sur les chantiers de ls Compagnle, 
La Compagnio eut pu, en droit steet, ne rien donner A ces ouvriers ; elle joges eependant 
quill était conforine & ges traditions de bienveitlance de leur tenir compte de ce quils 
Baraca pl Maitende de traall et do on que Ie salaon aque ce Henciement leur 
ait notifié était peu propice pour trouver da travail en Europe. Elle lour accords une 
invemnnité de licenclement et dee fraix de rapatriement. Anjourl"hui, rien de parels 
es ouviers gui ralament ne sont pas lisencil ont olonlaremeot quitd leur treval 
‘8inous navions plos eu de travail 4 leur donner, ils en eussont été avings deax mois avant 
Ta cessation da travail je ne crois pns qu’aucun patton accorde un ai grand délai A 
wes ouvriers pour chercher une autre occupation, mais je le nipéte, les signataires de 
a Pétition ne sont pax dee ouvriers licenciés, 

8. Application des nouveaux Raglements. It est absolument inexact que les 
signataires de ln Pétition n’aieat pas ea connaissance de ce quils appellent les nouveaux 
Raglenents de la Compagnie. Lorsque, & la suite des incidents de 1803, que je rappelais 

ius haut, Ii Compagnie jogea utile de réglementer le licenciement des ouvricrs qui 
uaqu'ilors ne Vétait pas, c= qui revient A dire que Ia Compagnie avait le droit strict, 
me tout patron, de renvayer sins avis préalablo et sans indemnité les ouvriers doat elle 
avait plus-besoin, la déeision de la Direetion fut affichée sur tous Tes chantiers et & bord 
ide tous les apparcils de In Compagnie. 
“4 et 6. Ces deux paragmapnes ont trait a ia non-inscnption des pétitionnaires au 
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cadre des ouvriers. Vous suvez, Excellence, que 1a Compagnie a, on effet institué un 
ceadre dans lequel sont Inserits certains de ses anciens ouvriers payés désormais au moi 
‘mais pour étre inserit uu cadre, il est une considération énoneée dans la lettre du 
6 Octobre, 1891, i laquelle font sllusion les pétitionnaires, c'est que les ouvriers aient huit 
années de service sans interroption de travail supérieure A quatre twois sauf les cas 
de maladie constatée; or, aucan des pétitionnaires ne remplit cette condition. 
En présence de Wattitude prise par les ouvriers qui ont puroment et sin 
ds pu me refuser & tout examen de réclamations qui ue my 
tenu copendant & entrer dans le détail des divers points 

de Ia Pétition qui vous a été remise, pour Sous prouver Vinanité des motifs dont on s'est 
servi pour amener nox ouvriers & abandonner un travail que la Compagnie sest toujours 
ftinchée A lour assurer aussi durable et aussi productif que possible. 

™ Veuillez agrécr, &e, 

 L’Agent Supérieur, 
(Signé) “Dt Stone,” 


A Ia suite de le démncebe des enévistes et de Ia réponse de M. de Sérionne ou 
Gouverneur-Généml, le Comité, dans sa eGanco du 13 Septembre, » décidé de considérer 
comme définitif lo départ des oavrices qui asuit quitté le travail, sauf les exceptions 

ue Agent Supérieur justifenit, Le Comité a preset en mémo temps In reprise 
tmynux & Port-SaTd, en empruntant aa besoin du. personnel aux équipes da Canal, ot 
wo réarmement immédiat d'nn moins une des dragues marines, 

Le 18 Septembre PAgent Supérieur a signalé de Port-Satd quo In veille au soir on 
avait dA fire appel A Ix police pour emptcher tea grévister d’envahir lor draguex ot 
ile avaient continué h venir coucher, depuis leur abandon du travail. La suppression do 
cette tolérance qui ne pouvait we prolonger, avait déterminé une ecrtaine surexeitation ; 
sumi lo Gouverncur demande-teil qu'on attendit Iartivée de renforts de poliee, avant 
de remettre en tarche une dmigue. ily fat eonsenti 

Fenwick Pacha, Général Commandant In Police en Reypte, ext arrive & Port-Sald 
Je 19 Septembre aver einquante homes de renfort, Il a ea uve entrevuc avee PAgent 
Supérieur de la Compagnie, auquel iw déclaré qu'il considéeait 1a situation comme tes 
EET ge desea aller prendre des instructions formaes du Président du Conall sur 
ls Tinite clans Inquelle il devrait intervenir. L'Agent Supérieur n acoddé 4 cette dommnde, 


4 a fxé Ia date du 21 Septembre pour Leelee en oar de a proitr dry 


Le Cowité, dans sa séance du 20 Septembro, a admis la réintdyration dee dlx-hult 

owvriers qol n’avalent quites Ye travail que soua la menace de leurs camarados; il a 

fait plus: il a autorisé I'Agent Supérieur A agir pour lo mioux, mais on fixant les non- 

roprices A Ja moitié au moins du nombre de ceux qui araient abandonné leur poste, Par 

Ia mbwe déptehe il indiguait A M. de Sérionne qu'il ne pourait comprendrs comment 
reprise d'an si petit nombire de grévistes ponvait déterminer uno situation tr’s grave 
demnndait des explicat jut 6° point. 

Le lendemain Agent Sopéricur a télégraphié que tes autorités Bgyptionacs 
voudraient dviter un confit que la police croyait devoir se produire, et qui pourrait donner 
A nupposer en Buropo qoe lo sourité du Canat serait, menace, Elles ponsent que 
dex troubles dais la population Grecque sur laquelle antorité du Consul est alle 
pourraient créer des embarras, L’Agent Sopériour est prot & exécuter let ordres de 
Aes, tale il craint de ne jas troaver tout Vapput néceseaire auprds du Ministre 

pticn. 

La drague marine, qui devait recommencer 4 marchor le 22 Septombro, n'est pas 
sortie A cette date. Fenwick Pacha ayant prié par téégramme qu'il fut xursie A cette 
reptite des opérations jusqu’'h won retour & Port-Sat apréx Penretien quil dovalt avoir 
avee Nubar Pacha. 

Le © Septembre In Ditection été t6légraphiquement informée que, par lettre 
personneile, le Président du Conseil evait demandé i T'Ageat Supérieur d'attendre, avant de 
ay marcher la ayes ee x Port-Said du Consu!-Général de Groce, qui était 
dixposé A appuyer de sa présence Jes rnesures nGoessnires. L'Agent Supéricur « répondu 
a iter Pacha qo'l acosdait'& won ale, coals ‘que le cara Novae ‘etre repris dans le 
courant de cette semaino sans fiute. 

Voici, d'ailleura, In note qui para, au sujet de cette grive, dans te “ Bulletin 
Décadaire* du 22 Septembre — 

“Les journaux ont publié des télégrammes de Port-Snfd concus de facon & faire. 
<roire qu'an mouvement dane certtine importance w'étult produit dans cette ville, et 
ppouvait inspirer des inguidtudes quant Ala sécurité du transit et du matériel de In 
Compagnie. 





“ 


“Ces déptches sont inexactes. L’agitation qui s’est manifestée dans le personnel des 
dragues marines de Port-Said et de leurs porteurs a été toute partielle et sans ého dans 
es autres chantiers du Canal, qui comptent 2,000 ouvriers. Voiei les faits dont 
T’Administration est saisie -— 

“Le 21 Aoitt dernicr, I'Ingénicur-en-chef de la Compagnie en Egypte télégraphiait 
que 100 des quvriers appartenant aux éuipages do trois dragues marines ct de ceuf 
bateaux porteurs de Port-Said avaient, occasion de V'arrét ordinaire de trois jours pour 
Je lavage des chaudiéres, abandonné leur poste, et déclaré quiils ne le reprendraient que si 
In Compagnie s'engageait par éerit 4 leur assurer dix mois de travail l'année prochaine, & 
défaut de quoi ils resteraient eu gréve. Lour demande ne pouvant étre accueillie parce que 
Jes travaux ii la mer doivent étre interrompus chaque année pendant hiver, ces équipes 
persistirent i ne pas reprendre leur travail. 

“ Des télégrammes réguliers ont tenu Ja Direction au cournat de la situation. Ils 
signolaient que les tentatives des grévistes en vue de détourner de leur devoir les autres 
ouvriers sur Ia ligne du Canal avaient complitement éhous, et que le Gouveracur srait 
pris les mesures nécessuires pour maintenir lordre publi 

“Des In récoption des premidres nouvelles de cet incident, Agent Supérieur de ta 
Gon wgnic, alors en conge A Paris, a regagné \Rzypte et s'est rendu oussitdt & 


“A. son arrivée, le 1" Septembre, M. de Sérionne a pu constater que sur les 
100 ouvriers, ln plupart Grees, Daluvates, et Italiens, quioveient abandonné volontairement 
Tour porte, un certain nombre demandaicnt les reprendre. vans conditions, en déclarant 
quills n'avaient fait que eéder aux menaces de leurs camorades, 

“Le Comité de Direction a télégraphié  I'Agont Supérieur qu'll spproavait Ie 
réintégration do cos ouvriers cntraings walgré eux, mais quil ne saurait consentic & 

mndre aucun do coux qui, apréa avaie quitté volontairemest leur sorvice, ont attenté & 
Ta Wiberté du travail.” 

Paris, le 25 Septembre, 1804. 


No. 55, 
Sir P. Anderson to Mr. Austin Lee. 


(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 30, 1804, 

"GY language mesta with Lord Kimberkys entre approval. "His Lordship says that 
the Bosrd may be inforwed of Mr, Rod's answer about the police, and that they must 
form their own opinion as to how far his advice should be followed. 


No. 86. 
Mr, Roild to the Barl of Kimberley —(Received October 1.) 


(No. 141.) 
My Laed, sire, September 20, 1806. 

TIHAVE the honour to report that a strike brake out short while ago among the 
Baropean workin employed in maning thee drcgers of the Soee Canal Compacy a 
Port Said 

‘The men on strike, some 105 jn number, are mostly Grecks, but there is one British 
snkject among them who is, Tam Informed, only nn unwilling rympathizer, 

‘The strikers are not among the permanent employé of the Compsny, which only 
requires thelr services for a limited poriod exch year. 

‘The ten ork for the conditions which were accorded to similar day labourers a year oF 
two back. They ask for n gunranteo of ten months’ employment in the year, oF in case of 
discharge, for fiteen days" pay or the cost of their repatriation, and also for the dismissal 
of an overseer who is extremely unpopular. ‘They meintain that the cost of living is so 
iaeat at Port Said thet they cannot support themselves and their fenies ones ten 
frouths employinent is guaranteed, nor have they the meaos of going elsewhere. The 
Company's representatives, on the other band, maintain that the men bave already been 
‘working for loor months this year, and that they were told that there was work in 
‘Prospect for them aintil the end of the yeor, and that they cannot bind themselves by any 
conditions as to the future, 
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It appears that no inconvenience will be caused by the sto, 
dredging the seaward channel forthe next six onthe, ee ea 

___, The present position is, however, that the Company's represcntative has announced 
his intention of sonding the dredgers out without the strikers, who have, consequently, 
resorted fo menace. af 

T need not remind your Lordship of what serious consequences would ensue if by any 
Aet of violence on the part of the stikers one of the Tredgers were to, be sunk in the 

nel 

‘The Acting Inspector-Gencral of Police has left for Port Sald with an adequate force 
of Earopean copstables to keep order, 

He has informed me that he has for the moment induced the Company's representa- 
tives not to send the dredgers out, in the hope of finding a solution, but that it appears that 
stringent orders have been sent from Paris hot to give way on any’ point, and he has only 
been able to succeed in inducing them to telezroph to Patis for pertuission to take back a 
certain proportion of the men if they submit unconditionally 

‘The force at Port Satd is quite sufficient to preveot any breach of publi order, but 
they cannot remain there indefinitely ; and it is much to be hoped that, as the workmen are 
‘ow showing a disposition to moderate their views, the Company will also be prepared to 
make some slight concessions or agres to a form of arbitration. 

‘The expenditure of the Company in other directions has, rightly or wrongly, been 
made so much © matter ot public comment here that they will not have auch aympathy in 
Pressing hardly on a small number of workingmen whose life, under the present conditions 
Of their employment, is certainly one of str 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "- RENNELL RODD. 


No, 07. 


Mr, Rodd to the Barl of Kimberiey—(Received October 1.) 


(Ceseenk) 

legrphic Cairo, September 30, 184, 8°20 1. at 
ONSUL at Port Bald reports strikers quiet, but Chief Kogineor of Company waa 

wounded last night at Ismallia by unknown individusl, 


No. 58, 
‘the Karl of Kimberley—(Received October 1.) 


(re ro) Paris October 1, 1804, 
Fiik Soee Cana Company's Chief Engineer hus beet assassinated at Ismaitia, 


No. 59. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Austin Lee. 


My dear Lee, Foreign Office, October 1, 1804, 
WE heat from Rodd that he has « report from the Consul ee rt Sat ta ta eek 
that the strikers are quiet, but that an unknown individual wounded the Company's Chief 
Engineer at Ismailia on the night of the 29th. No doubt the Directors have received the 
same information, 

Yours truly, 


(Signed) i. PERCY ANDERSON, 





16 
No. 00. 
The Britiah Suex Canal Divectors to the Earl of Kimberley. —( Received October 1.) 


(Telegraphic,) P. Paris, October 1, 1804. 
11 reference to Sir P. Anderson's Confidential telegram of yesterday, respecti 

Saez Canal strike, we have thought it advisal to avail ourselves of your Lordship’ 
to communicate to the Council the su . Rodd’s telegram of the 

20th ultimo, in view of the assassination of Company's Chief Engineer and the strong 

footings expressed by our French colleagues that saffcient energy had not been shawn by 

tho Exyptinn Government, ‘afternoon's meeting 1 

Directors M. Ps i ‘renberg to Egypt immediately. 


No. 61. 


‘The Barl of Kimberley to Mr. Rodd. 

{Commercial.) 

(Tolographic.) P. Foreign Office, October 2 180%, 1:40 rx. 
hear that nt yesterday's Suex Canal meeting French Directors, in viow of ussassi- 

nation of Engineer, expressed strong opinion that. Rayptian Goverument had not shown 

sufficient energy in the matter of the strike. We uoderstand that two Directors will go at 

‘once to Egypt. 


No, (2. 
Mr, Rodd to the Earl of Kimberley —{Recrived October 3.) 


{Feiogied. P. Cairo, October 8, 1804, 
r th, 


ARN, by a telegram just received from Mr. Maling, at Port Said, that the erews 
of throe more dredgers near Ismailia have gone to the former place to tako part in the 
The class of men ow out on strike is one with which it is very difficult fo deal, 
it in to be feared that individual nets of violence may take place if tha Company main- 
tains its uncompromising attitude and if coercive mensures arc adopted, although the force 
now available is quite suiickent to provent anything n the nature of an organized move- 
ment. 
Mr. Maling hus sowe fear that the French ship of war "'Troude" will noize upon 
‘ny disturbance which may perbaps occur for landing sailors, on the ground of the necos 
Aity of affording protection to Frovch residents, 
Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General arrives at Port Said this evening, 


No. 63. 
Foreign Office to Sir J. Stoker. 


Dear Bir Jobn, Foreign Office, October 3, 1804. 
SINCE I saw you we have received a telegram from Cairo eayiog that it is’ reported 
from Port Said that the strikers have been joined by the crews of three more dredgers from 
up the Canal. 
PT is ald that the available force ie ample to prevest an organized movement, but 
he strike continues, and coercive measures ure taken, individual acts of violence 
sare to be feared, 
Your euy, 
(Signed) l. PERCY ANDERSON, 


No. 60%, 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors 


(No. 8. Commoreial,) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 1, 1804. 

WITH reference to your despateh No. 18, Commercial, of the 11th June, trans 
mitting a Return showing the groandings in the Suez Canal during the year 1899, T am 
directed by the Karl of Kimberley to inform you that the Lords Comniissionen of the 
Admiralty would be glad to be supplied, if possible, with the corresponding Returns for 
the years 1891 and 1802 

Tam, fe. 
(Signed) Il, PERCY ANDERSON. 








a7 
No, Gt. 


‘The British Suez Cenal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley.°—=(Received October 4.) 


(No. 23. Commercial.) 
My Lord Paris, October 1, 1804, 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that difficulties arose in the moot 
of August between the Suez Canal Company and the workmen employed on the marine 
dredger and the hopper barges attached to it, which are engaged in dredging the entrance 
to Port Said outside of the piers. 

‘These workinen refused to cootinoe working unless the Company would insure to 
them ten mont the Year, Ax it ie pot posslble for the dredger to work in the 
‘open sea for more than eight months of the year, the Company could not comply with this 
domand, and, required the men to resume work. When tho Conseil met last month it 
wos supposed that the affair wos settléd, und we therefore did not think it necesrary to 
trouble your Lordship with « report upot it 

Tt appears, however, that the men addressed to the Governor-Generml in the Isthmun, 
Maher Pasha, « Petition setting forth their grievances, and that his Rxcellenoy promised 
his intervention with the Compaay to obtain compliance with their demand 

‘As they did not return to theie work; the Canal authorities sent fresh men on boant 
the dredger, but the men on strike, assisted by about 100 roughs of the town, refused to, 
leave the vessel oF to allow the now hands to work her, 

‘The Company applied to the Egyptian police to clear tho vossel of tho malcontents, 
and the Governor-General not having sufficient police forco at his disposal to do so, 
applied to his Government for reinforces 

Fenwick Pash, with some fifty-five men of the potice, wore dispatched to Port Bald, 

id not com rh the strikers. He 
tne time urged the Canal officers to get over the 
ir demands, in conformity with the desire of the Presid ¥ Excellency 
Nobar Pashin 

"The porition of affairs being reported to the Managing Committee in Paris, it was 

resolved to decfine to rake concessions, and ta insixt on the men's removal. 


A fol report of the circumstances attending the arke, together with copie of the 


telegrams exchanged between the Company and their agent ‘in Egypt, were forwarded to 
the London Consulting Coromittee, with a requost that they should express an opinion om 
the situation, ‘These documents (of which copics are inclosed for your Laniship's eanfi- 
dential information), wero discussed at the meeting of the Committee io Lowlon on the 
28th ultimo, 

‘Phe commercial members of the London Cor ously: of opinio 
that discipline must be maintained, and that the interference of the Egy 
in allure between the Compony and ite workinen would be disastrous to the future working 
of the Company. 

Sir Rivers Wilson and Sir Jobn Stokes were present at the meeting in f 
owing to communications received from your Lonlship's Department, reserved 1 
Sir John Stokes reported the position ia person at the Foreign Ofte immediate 
the meeting. 

fe have this day attended the meeting of the Finance Commision and of the 
Conscil. 

We were met on our enteance by the untoward news that oa Satarday evening the 
29th altitno, the Chief Engineer of the Corapany, M. Lemawon, had been assassinated at 
Tawatlia, Tei not known bylwhor the murder was committed, but there i* w disposition 
here to connect the crime with the strike. ‘There is, however, nothing so far to prove this, 
and no one lind heen reported as arrested up to 4 o'clock this afternoon. 

‘This event has caused much exeitomeat to prevail in the discussions which have taken 
place this day, ‘The President, M. Guichanl, does not hesitate to ascribe the difficulty 
with the strikers 10 the weaknem of the Government in appearing to side with them, 
instead of at once disorder when requested by the Company to do so. The 
deplorable incident ia is attributed to the feeling created by this attitude, whilst 
blame ix attached to the Government for leaving town like Port Said with its 30,000 
inhabitants, largely composed of disorderly characters, provided with such an insignificant 
{eres that cou not cope with ome eighty men on uke backed up by a many rouge 

‘the town. 

"The Greck Consul-Genertl is also blamed for not using his influence with his 

© Copy to Cairo 
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compatriots to put an end to the strike instead of urging the Company to grant their 
demands. Rae aye 

The Conse fully approved the action of the Managing Committee in refusing con- 
‘cession which would weaken discipline, and in throwing upon the Egyptian Government 
the entire responsibility of maintaining order. 5 

‘Tho President strongly insists oo the fact tat the Company have not dismissed the 
men, who have of their own free will loft their work, and that the Company cannot subssit 
to their dictation without loss of authority in future. : 

Tn the discussion of this matter by the Conseil, more than one of the Directors 
inquired whether the demands of the strikers were not to some extent well founded, bat it 
‘was agroed that if aay’ change ean be made in the position of the men working the marine 
rodger, it must be made when work lias been resumed, and not conceded to acts of 
violence. : 

"The importance of the matter from a technical poiut of view, is the necessity of com= 
pleting before the winter the usual deepening of the entrance before the winter gales send 
silt across wad into it, Five valuable weeks have already been lost, and it is urgent to 

ete the work: 
eye Conseil faslly decided, in view of the genera} situation, that two of the three 
Dirotore who, would, a+ usual te deputed to inspect the Catal thi winter, shoold 
advunoo their departure, and M, Patinot and Prince d*Arenberg will. probably leave Paris 
‘on the Sd inatant for Egypt. 1 

We have, ke. 


(Signed) "J, STOKES, 
C, RIVERS WILSON. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 


Tnclonure in No. 04, 
Memoranclum respecting the Strike at Port Said, September 25, 1894. 
[Bee No. 54.) 


No. 65, 
Mr, Austin Lee to Foreign Office —(Reveived October 4.) 


Tol hic.) Pe Paris, October 4, 1894. 
: ae UH ONG wish was expressed by tho President this morning nt & mecting of 
Committee of Suet Canal, that Lord Crome would at once use his influence to induce 

tian Government to take strike seriously in hand, and prevent pomible stoppage of 
tmullle by malicious injury to works and machinery, and also Intimidation by strikers. 

"The opinion here ie that pressure in the contrary sense has beea brought to bear by 
the Greek Coosul-Geners}, oe 

 “iaatructions have, I undertand, been received by the French Minister to consult 

Lani Ci th Wm view to foint action. ; 

Parther police Trired/at Por Said Inst night; the atike ie reported to. be 
spreading. 


No. 68. 
‘The Karl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 


(Commercial. 
hie.) Pe Foreign Office, October 4, 1804, 6°45 v.at. 
eptled Loy puis are Staton to eet eae exams wn ose t= eye 
police to maintain order, : " oe 2 
We ive thei information, but they object to advice either from 
Government of Her Majesty's Goverment.” Do you agree in apprehension Otis 
‘Consul as to landing of Freneh sailors ? 
‘Telegrapl: your view of the position. 


49 
No. 67. 
Lord Cromer to the Barl of Kimberley—(Received October 4.) 

(Commercial.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Cairo, October 4, 1804, 

VHILE returning to Cairo I spent a short time yesterday at Port Said, Tt appears 
to me, from what I have learnt so fir, that a very general sympathy is felt for the men on 
strike: I have taken the opportunity of impressing on all the Egyptian authorities 
concerned that the relations existing between the Company and its workinen do not in uny 
Yay call for their interference, and that they must confine themselves to the maintenance 
of public order, Reinforcements have been seut to the police force at Port Sald, T drew 
the special attention of the authorities to the necessity of keeping a guard over the 
Aredgers in order to obviate tho possibility of one of them being sunk in the Canal, T 
have given instructions to the Scnior Naval Officer that unless cireamstances of the most 
Urgent necessity should arise, which I do not anticipate, he is not to Jand any men from 
Her Majesty's ships. “I have told him, however, that in the improbable event of men 
being landed frotn the French ship he is to do the sume. It is expected that Her 
Majesty's ship “Boadicea”” will arrive on Saturday, T'see no neccsstt 
and have £0 informed the Senior Naval Officer. The Governor 
from Nubur Pasha to use his best endeavours in concert with the Grock 
sowe of the ringleaders to leave Egypt, paying, if necessary, siall su 
that purpose. 

Tete almost tenposibe to guard against the occurrence of another asaasination Ike 
that of M, Lemawon, but at present there docs not appear to be much danger of any 
serious disturbance. 
————___—_—_—_$_$_ 


No, 68, 
Lard Cromer to the Eart of Kimberley —(Received October 5.) 


(Commercial.) 
Cairo, October 5, 1804, 


(Hlegraphic) P. 
WITH ‘reference to your Lordship's telegram of yesterday's date, respecting the 


strike at Port Sald, I have the honour to report that it appears to me that all that ix 
possible ix being ‘done by the Egyptian Government to prevent the ocearrence of 
disturbances, Some efforts to acttle the matter, which though well-intentioned were not, 
perhaps, very judicious, were originally made by the Governor of Port Said, but strict 
orders to abstain from interference ot from the expression, bs far ue the inert of the ease 
are concerned, of ay opinion, have now been sent to him, My acquaintance with the 
facts ix not sulllcient to justify my offering avy advice, and T do not propose to do so, but 
the action of the Company appears to be universally blamed hore, as far as TL oan gather, 
and I think that confidential Information of this should be communicated to the Bnglish 
Directors. The opinion is expressed here that the whole aifuir might havo been prevented 
from the autact by the display of a little judgment and conciliation and that the strikers 
ave some justice on their wide, while itis suid that the Company's aubordinntes havo been 
harsh and overbearing in their conduct towards the workmen, It is impossible for me 
to say what justification there may bo for these eriticisass. IC appears that the Company's 
agents ou the spot are more moderate, while they are certainly botter informed than the 
authorities in Pars, and T think the Directors would do well to be guided by thar 

The French Consul-General has not spoken to me on the subject although T saw bit 
to-day. I learo, bowever, from Nubar Pasha, that M. Cogordan suggested that the 
French sailors sight help if the Egyptian forces were not sufficient. ‘The offét wns 
politely declined by the Egyptian Government, whose attempts to get the ringleaders to 
leave the country have tet with no success on account of tlie excessive demands 
‘advanced by them for pecuaiary assistance. 
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No. 69. 
‘The British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley.*—(Received October 5.) 


(No. 24. Commercial, Confidential.) 
My Lord, London, October 5, 1894. 

REFERRING to our immediately preceding despatch, we bave the bonour to report 
that we learn from the President of the Suez Canal Company, M. Guichard, that the 
strike has spread to the men working the dredzers in the first section of the Canal as weil 
fas to the workshops at Port Said. Neither of these classes of mea allege any grievance, 
or formulate any demand, but are represented ns acting under compulsion and 
intimidation, 

‘M. Guichard ia his letters urges that grave disorders may occur unless there is an 

takable display of force to overawe the malcontents; and suggests that Lord 
Sronier should, in concert with the French Minister, rouse the President of the Council 
from his present apathy. 

We have hitherto abstained from any word or action implying any interference on the 
part of Hor Majesty's Government in this matter; but in view of this direct appeal on 
the part of M. Guicband, we conceive it to be our duty to bring it before your Lordship. 

‘We desire to express the opinion that the force of police in the Isthmus of Sues is 
not sufficient to contfol so large a population of unruly elements, especially when there is 

rit of mischief abroad. 

M. Guichard. draws a comparison between the present inaction of the 
Government and theit vigorous netion in 1874, when they dispatched 10,000 troops to 
the Isthinus to compel M. De Lesseps to conform (0 the decisious of the Constantinople 
Commission adopted by His Majesty the Sultan, 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J, STOKES. 
C, RIVERS WILSON. 


No. 70. 
Foreign Office to Sir J. Stokes, 


Dene Sir John, Foreign Office, October 6, 1804. 

T SEND the substance of « talograrn received from Lord Cromer.t Tt speaks for 
ite. Tle feclshotnd to fll what bo seerand. Wears; but neither he, nor the Egyptian 
Government, nor the officials, will interfore ia the management of the ‘steike, Te seers 
to think, from somo confidential remarks not included in the telegraphio aummary, that the 
Direotors might do well to be guided mainly by the advice of the responsible agents on the 
spot, who seem to hit to be moderate nnd are cortainly well informed. 

Ho montions the report of the suggested landing of French sailors only to treat the 
idea ws impomsible of realization, 


Mr. Rodd to the Barl of Kimberley.—(Received October 10.) 


(No.91, Commerc) 
iy Lori, 


. Cairo, October 8, 1804. 

THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
Thave this day received from Mr. Vice-Consul Maling, reporting on the position of affairs 
at Port Satd.” Since this despatch was writen it has transpired that the crews of three 
‘more dredgers have joined the strikers, thus, presumably, doubling their aumbers, 

regret to report that M. Leroaston, the Chief Engineer of the Company, has 
succumbed to the injuries which he received at Ismailia. He bad been dining out and was 
‘walking homme alone, when an unknown individual fired two shots at him and escaped. 


* Copy to Cairo. + Noes 
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M. Lemasson had for a long time been extremely unpopular with the workmen 
employed by the Soez Canal Company, and had, itis stated, repeatedly received menacing 
letters. It does not, therefore, necessarily follow that this lamentable occurrence need be 
attributed to other motives than those of private vengeance. 

'o his influence was attributed, rightly or wrongly, the exclusion of the workmen from 
participation in certain bonuses divided some time ago among the employés of the Com- 
pany, and he is farther represented ns having been the chief obstacle to any policy of 
conciliation in the present strike. 

"The position of the Egyptian Government is a very dificult one. So long us any 
ope of conciliation remained they were, naturally, reluctant to take any coercive measures 
which might drive a band of desperate men to individual acts of violence, while at the 
Save time they were aware that sympathy bere among the numerous fellow-countrymen 
‘of the strikers has hitherto been entirely with the workmen, who would at the outset have 
‘heen pacified by a small concession, the rejection of which, in view of the liberal outlay of 
the Company in other directions, aid the pcouliar position of forcign Inbourers in Egypty 
they fail to consider justified. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ’- RENNELL RODD. 


Inclosure in No. 
Acting Consul Mating to Mr. Rodd, 


it. Port Said, October 1, 1804. 
WITH reference to the dredgers’ strike, I have the honour to report tbat no pe 
whatever has yet been made in the way of settling the difficulty, and it appowrs that the 
Canal Company is determined not to give in to the strikers, but insists on thelr uncondi= 
tonal surrender, and expulsion of fifteen of the ringleaders; this the strikers will not 


a 
Thare bee informed, contidentaly, by a person high in authority tat should oeriva 
measures be taken against the strikers or thelr ringleaders, violence and murders similar to 
the care of M. Lemasson would ensue, which oll the efforts of tho most active police would 
bbe powerless to prevent. 

‘Tho race to which the groat majority of the strikers belong are capable of anything, 
and are the most difficult subjects to deal with under any conditions, and should foree be 
employed to send any of the ringleaders out of th ad the Teast disturbance 
anu, bs greatly to be feared that the Fronch sbipfmar, the *Troude” wil at once 
scize the opportunity, on the plen of protect id her men, 

Teall the or a ‘rh Commander 1 «Melt, on 
the Governor-General. His Excellency stated that the force at his disposal was sufficient 
to maintain order, but he sald that he hd represented to his Government that reconclis 
measures should be resorted to in dealing with the strikers, and. pressure be brought to bear 
on the Canal Company to come to some reasonable terms with the men. 

Commander Simons told the Governor-General that Her Majesty's ship “Bondicea" 
‘was hourly expected here from Aden, and that her presenice may have some effect on the 
disaffected. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) F, MALING. 


No. 72. 
Foreign Office to Sir J. Stokes, 


Dear Sir John, Foreign Office, October 11, 1804. 
TSEND You an extract from a report from the Acting Consul at Port Said to Rodd.” 
Pomibl it tls you nothing tht you donot know already 
‘ours traly, 
(Signed) Hi. PERCY ANDERSON, 


—— 


* Extract of fecloare in No, 





No, 73. 
Lord Cromer to the Barl of Kimberley.*—(Reeeived October 12.) 


(Commercial) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Giro, October 12, 18. 

WITH reference to the strike at Port Sald. The Greek Consul-General and M. 
Patinot were yesterday in consultation. It was agreed that the strikers should be paid 
their travelling expenses home, nnd that a small indomnity should be given to each. The 
matter should thus be settled, I think. 


No. 74. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 20.) 


Sir, Admiralty, October 18, 180% 
TAM commande by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the of, Stat, copy of leter from the Commander of 
Her Majesty's ship “Molita,” dated the Ist instant, respooting the strike of Suex 
‘Canal employés. 
Tam, &o, 
(Bigned) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 7h, 
Commaniter Simons to Admiral Sir M. Culme-Seymour. 


Sir, Melito,” at Port Sod, October 1, 1804. 

I HAVE the honour to report that tho strike of the Suce Canal employés, 
mentioned {n my letter of the 24th ultimo, and tologram of to-day's dato, will 
continues, 

% Thisstriko has in the last week nsxummed moro prominenee, subscriptions havin, 
been raised in the town for the strikers, and the munlor of St. Lemasson, Chief 
Bngineor to tho Canal Company, being attsibuted to it. 

8, Tho strike, which {s confined fo about 100 Grvcks, formerly employed in the 
dredgers at Port Said, arose, I'am informed, from their requesting regular continuous 
pay, whothor the dredgers were at work, or, ax frequently happened, idle from bad 
‘woathor at tho ontranco of the harlour, during which time they were kept on board 
without pay till the weather moderated. 

4. ‘The Canal Company first refused compliance, then M. Lamasson armnged 
terms, but subioquently cancelled the arrangements by onlers from Paris, the ring~ 
Tenders of the : ifficulty 

wral disturbance, bit M. Lomawon's murder is 
attribated to thom, and they aro aiid to have threatened othor Canal employ‘ 

6. M. Lemasson was shot at Tamailia when entering his house in the evening ; be 
wns personally uspopular and ther sat peenent no evtence tat it was wtrikor who 
shot him. 

7. Tho Prench Cons inmediately proce to Eman, and stil there trying 
to catch the munlerer, and the Captain of the French ship frond,” Lark informed, 
odged a protest that the Canal employs shonld have had police protection. 

8. In concert with the English Vice-Consul, the Consul being away, I to-day 
Visited the Governor and offered him assistance in maintaining onder if required, at 
tho same tine forming ht of tho protmble selva of Her Mant ahip “ence 
shortly, vo that there would bo plenty of English soumon to quell disturbance if it 
arose, And explaining that thoro would be no necesity for men landing from the 
French shi 

9. ‘The Governor has 100 police, 50 constguari, and some 20 soldiers at bis 
disposal, but is asking for orders from Cairo as to how to proceed ; bo considers he will 
not require assistance, 

10. The Viee-Consul hos informed Mr, Rennell Rodd, Acting Consul-Genoral, of 


© Communieated to Sir J, Stas, Ocaber 12, 1804. 


53. 


what has taken place. Lord Cromer arrives on Wednesday, and the English Consul, 
Mr. Gould, on the 10th. 

11. Tho French ship “Tronde” was ordered here by telegram, I believe, at the 
request of the French Consul through his Consul-General at Cairo, 

12. On Friday the 28th ultimo, I proceeded 10. miles outside the harbour and 
completed quarterly target practice, returning same afternoon. 

19. The health of the ship's company remains very good. 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) E, A. SIMONS. 





No. 75. 
Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.*—(Received October 


(No, 22, Commercial.) 
My Lon, Cairo, October 8, 180. 

MI. RODD has already reported to your Loniship, in his despateh No. 141 of the 
20th ultimo, on the origin and progress of the strike amongst the Sues Canal 
Company's workmen at Port Sald, and there is, therefore, little left for me to add on 
the subject. 

"The assassination of M. Lemaswon, Chiet Engineer of the Company, at Ismnatta, on 
the night of the 20th September, lms beon the principal 
which caused a profound sensation, is attributes to nor 
Company and not to the strikers, they being: all found at Port Said on the night in 
question, and able to account for themselves in a satisfactory manner. M, Lemasson 
was unpopular with the workmen; but when they heart of the murder they tele- 
‘graphod to the Company's obief agent, asking to be allowed a special train in which to 

roceed to Tsmailin to take part in'the funeral. ‘Their intention evidently was to 
Kisocate themselves eotirely from such acta of violence, 

M. de Serionne, howerer, replied that, while touched by their telegram, ho could 
not recognize them as 0 corporate body, but only ax a number of workmen absent from 
their work without permission, 

It is generally thought here that the Surx Canal Company have displayed 
certain want of tact in dealing with this xtrike which might, by a few timely conoes- 
sions and carefal handling, have been prevented at tho outact. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CROMER. 


No, 76. 
Mr. Austin Lee to Foreign Office—(Received November 2.) 


My dear Bergno, Paris, October 29, 180%. 
T WAS astonished to seo in the Suez Canal Print, Section No. 20, which 1 
received this moraing, ina Memorandum by Clarke of a conversation with M. Rouville, 
our Director, ing the Port Said strike, sent to you by Phipps, that 1 “had 
penonally been advising the Company not to make any concessions.” De Rowville, 
of course, declares that he said nothing of the kind, but that, having received a lettor 
from Phipps saying that at my request he wrote to deprecate any stron action aud to 
advise conciliation, he had told Clarke that he could not understand this volte face on 
my part, as I had been present at the Couneil early in September when the President 
had communicated the instructions sent to Egypt, which wore unanimously approved 
by all the Direetors present, including myself and our English, commercial colleagues, 
You know that Phipps acted on a telegram ad hy the Foreign Office to me! 
in Paris while I was abseat on leave in Troland, and only made use of my name in 
writing to M. de Rowville to avoid tho appearance of official interference with the 
Goupany’s affairs; but he did not know the previous history of the strike or the 
Company's action. 
Copy to Seer Canal Dewetorn, October 2, 1804 
[62] 
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‘As n matter of fact, Twas away on Ieave when the first news of the strike reached 
Paris, about the 20th August, and only heard of it from the Company at the Conseil 
above referred to, I left Paris again after the Conseil which T bad come over to 
sttend, and knew nothing of what had taken place in the interval until T called at 
the Foreign Office and saw you, as you will remember, on the 29th September, so T 
was in ho way responsible for the measures adopted, although T confess that, judging 
dy the experience we have had in the way of strikes and disturbances among our 
workmen-conciliatory measures have hitherto not produced any lasting effect. 


aS 
No. 
British Suez Canal Dicectore to the Earl of Kimberley.*—(Receioed November 8 ) 


(No. 25. Commercial.) 
‘My Lord, Paris, November 5, 1804. 

WITH reference to our despatch No. 22, Commereial, of the 7th August last, we 
are glad to be able to inform your Lordship that at the mecting of the Saez Canal 
‘Dircetors this day it has been agreed to reduce, from the ist January next, the price of 
the water supplied by the Company to the inhabitants of Port Said from 1 fr. 50 ¢. to 
1 fr. per cubic metre, 

Peis estimated. that this reduction will entail upon the Company a loss of about 
100,000 fe. (1000L) yer annum, but it is hoped that this sum will be made up by the 
increased consumption, and by the Figit measures it is proposed to adopt to prevent the 
Pilfering of water, which bas hitherto largely prevailed trom the meters being tampered 
with by the water-carriers, 

We understand that the quality of the water bas al aly been greatly improved by 
the cleaning of the conduits, and it ix hoped that there will be no further cause for 
complaint, more especially as the recently constructed filters will insure = constant 
supply of the purest water, 

‘We have, &o. 

(Signed) 
vise WILSON. 


‘Admirolty to Foreign Office —(Received November 8:) 


Sir, Admiralty, November 7, 150%. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
Herowith, for the information of the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of & 
Voucher for the payment, by the Paymaster of Her Majesty's ship "Crescent," on the 
Bah April last, of the sum of 1,800 fr., equivalent to 711. 8«, 7d. for the hire of a tug in 
sltendance on that ship ducing he passage in ‘the Suez Canal between Port Said and 


Ismailia, being one-half of its Length. 

In “Article 12, paragraph 3, clause 2, of the “ Regulations for the Navigation of the 
Suer Maritime Canal,” the charge for such attendance is defined as follows :— 

Tt is hereby provided that when a tag shall orly have accompanied or towed 
‘vessel one-half of the length of the Canal, 600 fr. shall be levied for the retarn trip of 
‘frst clase, and 400 fr. for a second elass tug, and one-half only of the total towage or 
tonder dues shall be charged.’ 

Te would therefore appear that an overcharge of 600 fr. has been made by the 
Canal Company in this instance, which overcharge, as will be seen from the accompanying 
copy of a Feport from the present Captain of the “ Crescent,”+ was pointed oat at the 
Sima to the Canal anthortes who, however, ‘positively refused to accept less than 
1,800 


* Copy to Cares No, 2€, Commercial, November 13.1894 ‘g Not printed, 


Under the circumstances, I am to request that you willl move the Barl of Kimberley 
to caune a reclaim for the overcharge to be preferred upon the Company. z 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) R. D. AWDRY. 


Se a 


No. 79, 
Lord Cromer to the Eurl of Kimberley.—(Received November 12,) 


(No. 23. Commercial.) 

Tord, Cairo, November 1, 1804. 

WITH reference to my Commercial telegram of the 12th ultimo, and to previous 
correspondence on the subject of the recent strike at Port Said, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith an extract of a despatch from Mr. Gould, reporting the settlement of 
the matter. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) ' CROMER, 


Inclosure in No, 79. 
Mr. Gould fo Lord Cromer. 


(Bxtract.) Port Si, October 9, 1804, 
"REFERRING to Mr. Acting Consul Maling’s reports to your Lordship on the 
subject of the strike of the erows of some of the Canal Company's dredgora, 1 have the 
honour now to report that the whole affair appears to be at an ond, Most of the men 
he ea hare ‘been sent away from here with such compensation as apparently quite 
‘The Freneh second class cruiser the “ Trondo” left here the day before yesterday 
for Greece. 


SS 


No. 80, 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Barl of Kimberley—(Received November 12:) 


(io28, Commercial.) 

y Lord, Parin, November 0, 1 

AT the monthly meeting yextenlay of the Directors of the Suc Gal Co “eo 
M, Patinot made a long statement as to the result of his omn and Prin WArenberg’s 
mission to Egypt in connection with the recent strike of the Company's workmen at 
Port Said. 

Your Lordship has been already informed by Lord Cromer of the concessions which 
were made to the strikers, of whom the total number appears to have been 108. ‘They 
Ind their families, to tho number of 458, are to be retumed to their homes at the 
expense of the Company, and will receive an indemnity based upon the length of their 
services. 

Tt is estimated that the total cost of these measures will amount roughly to about 
100,000 fr. (4,001). 

‘Some dissatisfaction was expressed at the extent to which the concessions inade by 
the Company had been taken advantage of by the Grock Consol to effect, at the expense 
of the Company, the repatriation of many of his undesirable compatriots, on the ground 
Of their being dependent for their existence upon the wages camed by the strikers. 
For one family alone, consisting: of father, wife, four children, mother, father, mother- 

Gnd four brothers-in-law, bave been sent to their home at a cost of about 1001, 
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the father being the only employé of the Company. ‘There were numerous other cases 
of a similar character, 

It is hoped that, in view of the sacrifices made by the Company, the Egyptian 
Goverment will take’ steps to prevent the return of these individuals to Port Said and 
Nubar Pasha promised M. Patinot to consider the matter. 

M. Patinot stated that Nubar Pasha had one so far as to propose to share the cost 
of the repatriation of the strikers with the Suez Canal Company, but that he had not 
thought it advisable to accept the offer, which, possibly, was not seriously made. 

‘Tho appointment of @ successor to the late M. Lemasson, Chief Enygineer, who was 
assassinated at Ismailia, was upon the order of the day. 

‘The President stated that there was no one in the Company's employment in Egypt 
qualified for promotion to the post, but that an application had been received frente 
M, Quellenee, an Engineer of the Department of th et Chaussées, who had been 
detached by the French Government for special service in Greece, and had subsequently 
‘entered the service of the Greek Government as Consulting Engincer. No other applica~ 
ion had been received, and as M. Quellenee’s appointment ~was recominended by the 
Comité de Direction, who had made inquiries ax to his antecodents and qualifications, 
which appear to be of a high order, the Conseil unanimously sanctioned it, 

We have, &¢ 
J. STOKES 
©. RIVERS WILSO} 
HL AUSTIN LEI 


——— ee 


No. 81 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors 


(No. 10, Commercial.) 
Gentien Foreign Office, November 12, 1804, 


1 AM directed by the Earl of Kimberley to tranamit to you herewith copy of « 
letter from the Admiralty respecting an alleged overcharge hy the Suez Canal authorit 
for the towage of Her Majosty's ship " 

Tam to request you to inquire into this cas berley with a 
report on the subject. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) H, PERCY ANDERSON. 





82. 
Britivh Suez Canal Directors to the Barl of Kimbertey.—(Received November %9,) 


(No. 27. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, November 26, 1894. 
UN reply to your despatch No, 10, Commercial, of the 12th instant, we have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that the Managing Committee of the Suex Canal 
Company in Paris, having considered the question of the alleged overcharge for the 
towae of Her Majesty's ship “Crescent” on the Sth April last, decided that it was not 
Justifiod, and orders were accordingly sent to their agent in Eacypt, by the mail of the 
3rd October last, to reimburse the sum of 600 fr. to the Admiralty authorities. 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 








British Suez Canal Directors to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received December 12.) 


No, 28, Commercial.) 
Myton, z Paris, December 10, 189 


IN reply to your Lordship’s despatch No. 8, Commercial, of the Ist October last, 
we have the honour to transmit herewith the Returns asked for by the Admiralty 
rogarding the groundings in the Suez Canal during the years 1801 and 1892, which we 
hare this day received from the Company. 

i We have, 
(For the British Directors), 
(Signed) =H, AUSTIN LEE 





5S. 30 
Inclosure 1 in No. $3. 


Rerces drawn up by the Sue Canal Company, showing the Groundings in the Suex Canal in the Year 1501. 
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Paris, le 28 Juin, 1992, 
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Paris, le 31 Mai, 1893. 





No. St, 


Foreign Office to Sir J. Stokes, 
(Soparate.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1894. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Kimberley to inform you that it is considered 
desirable, as a mark of respect, that you should attend” the funeral of the late 
M. de Lesseps, in your capacity of Vice-President of the Socz Canal Company,and 1 am 
to request that you will make arrangements to be present aecordingly. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 


a LS 
No. 86. 
‘Treaxury to Foreign Office—(Reccived December 14.) 


Sir, Treasury Chowibers, December 1%, 1804. 
1AM directed by the Loris Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit 
herewith, to be laid before the Earl of Kimberley, a copy of a letter, dated the 
28th ultimo, from the Admiralty (with plan, in original, to be returned), recom. 
jonding that the lease of certain land at Port Said, now hold by Mrs, Dowric, should 
bo eancolled, and that a now lease for a larger area at a lower rental should 
to Monsra, Dowrie and Co.; and Tam to request that yoo will movo Lond Ki 
obtain the opinion of Lord Cromer upon this proposal 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) FRANCIS MOWATT. 


Incloniro in No. 85. 
Admiralty to Treasury. 


Sir, Admiralty, November 28, 1894, 

UNDER an Agreomont, dated the 17th November, 1853, the Admiralty lensed to 
Mr. Dowie, of Port Said, a pigco of land situated near the northern entranco to the Suex 
Canal at Port Said, measuring on the front and rear 50 metres, and in depth from front 
to rear 00 metres, for a term of seven years, at a rental of 1001. per annum, 

‘The lease was renewed in fayour of Mrs, Dowrie from tho Ist October, 1800, for 
further term of seven years. 

‘An application “has been received from Messrs, Dowrie and Co., acting for 
Mrs, Dowrie, to cancel the present lease, which wor ‘on the 30th September, 1897, 
and to grant ther w lease for twenty-one years from the Ist October, 1804, of ant 
increased area, viz, 76 metres frontage by 66 me lepth, ax shown on the inclosed 
teeing, at a rental of 80/. per annivm, 

In forwarding the application, the Commander-in-chiof supports a recommendation 
from the Senior Naval Officer at Port Said that the request be granted on the terms 
proposed, pointing out that the reduced rental for the larger area is, in his opinion, 
adequate, in view of the depreciation in the value of land generally at Port Satd, and of 
the excessive rent now being. pai 

As it iz considered most desirable that some use should be made of this land rather 
than leave it unoccupied, and as the establishment of a respectable English firm of 
engineers on the property is also of advantage to the Admiralty, my Lords have 
provisionally acquiesced in Messrs. Dowrie and Co's. request, on condition that the lease 
shall be terminable at seven or fourteen years, and subject to the covering sanction of 
their Lordships of the Treasury, which Tami to request may now be given. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


———— 


63, 


No. 86. 
‘The Karl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 


(No. 42. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 17, 189) 
T INCLOSE a letter from the Treasury asking for an expression of your Lordshi 
opinion on a proposal to grant a fresh lease of certain land held at Port Said by the 
Admiralty;* and I have to request you to give an opinion accordingly. 
Tam, &¢, 
(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 
Sir J. Stohes to the Karl of Kimberley —(Received December 26,) 


(Soparate.) 13, Telford Avenue, Streatham Hill, Londo 
My Loni, Deceniber 24, 1804. 

T HAVE the hooour to report that, in obedience to your Loniship's diroctions 
conveyed in Mr. Bertic’s despatch of the 12th instant, T attended che funeral of 
M. le Comte Ferdinand de Lesseps at Paris on tho 15th instant, 

‘The service was performed in the Church of St. Pierre de Chaillot, near the Champs 
Elysées, whence the remains were carried to the Cemetery of Pire La Chaise, 

‘The procession was watched throughout the long route by many thousands of people 
with respect, and without any hostile manifestation, but also without that enthusiasm 
which would certainly have beeu displayed had the founder of the Suex Canal died before 
the misfortunes of Panamé. 

At the grave speeches were delivered by M, Gniard, for the Académie Frangai 
M. Joxoph Bertrand, for the Académie des Sciences; M, Julox Guichard, for the Suox 
Canal Company; M. Théodore Cahu, for the Société dex Gonk de Lettres; M. Himly, 
for the Socidté de Géographie de Paris; M, Robiquet, Prosident of the Amociation des 
Anciens Blives da Lyyose Henri TV, ‘ 

T have deferred making this report until I could attach to it the official report of 
these xpeoches, which aro giten in the Balletin Déeadaire of the Company, of which L 
have the honour to inclose two copies,t and to be, Ke. 

(Signed) J, STOKES. 


+ Nor pried. 





